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St Mary’s Church, Station Road Liss GU33 7AQ

Telephone 01730 892552

See our website lissparishchurch.org.uk

Email us on lissparish@gmail.com

We’re on Facebook

Rector: Rev Chris Williams 890085
Magazine Advertising, Production & Copy: c/o Parish Office lissparish@gmail.com/892552
Magazine Editorial c/o Parish Office lissparish@gmail.com/892552

NEW ARRANGEMENTS
To protect both customers and volunteers during the coronavirus outbreak, the following arrangements will be
in place from 1 April 2020. Please note, there will be no distribution point at the Triangle for the time being.

Food bags will be delivered direct to your doorstep midweek. To be sure of a delivery, customers are asked to
ring 01730 300659 or 01730 300921 by Sunday 9pm at the latest.

Emergency bags may be available at other times but only to first time customers, as it is unlikely we will have
the resources to pack and deliver throughout the week.

We have a new Facebook page. Please check it out for updates.

We hope you and your families will stay well in this current crisis.

Best wishes
Liss Foodbank Team



    3

Easter has NOT been cancelled!
OK, we may not be able to meet
together to celebrate the fact,
but that doesn’t change, one jot,
the underlying reality of this
amazing and world-changing
event.

“What’s the worst that can
happen?” is an oft-heard
question. Well, death is probably
at the top of that list for most of
us (and, of course, how we die)
and, I suggest, it is fear of death
that is driving our response to
the coronavirus. What else, other
than the fear of death, would

cause us to take the nuclear option and, literally, shut down the
world? Easter is the event that goes right to the very heart of this
fear.

Christians believe that the death and resurrection of Jesus changed
everything; that where Christ went, we will follow: through death,
yes, but on to resurrection and eternal life. This doesn’t take away
the pain and sadness at losing someone but, underneath the
bitterest grief, there remains hope. And it should take away the
fear of our own death.

I guess the extent to which we are fearful or fearless will depend on
our faith in the words and actions of Jesus Christ. One of the most
famous verses in the Bible, quoting Jesus, says: “For this is how God
loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. God sent his Son
into the world not to judge the world, but to save the world through
him.” (John 3:16-17)

And it is this hope that releases us from fear and frees us to be all
we can and should be in this world: confident, joyful, peaceful,
loving, kind. Attributes this world so needs right now.

So, the reality of Easter goes right to the heart of this pandemic and
challenges the fear of death head-on.

Happy Easter!

Rev Chris
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Last Sunday morning (15 March)  I
went to our 10.15am service at the
Triangle as usual. About 45 people
were there - down on the usual
numbers, but a good crowd,
considering. We had lunch together
afterwards. The day before, I
conducted a wedding where one
hundred and fifty of us squashed
into St John’s Greatham - which is
the church building we are using for
formal occasions while St Mary’s is
being refurbished. Afterwards, the
same people spent the afternoon
together at Petersfield Golf Club.
The day before that I was with fifty
mourners sharing coffee and quiche
in the café at the natural burial site.

Those were the days!

By Tuesday afternoon, we had been
told to avoid all unnecessary contact
and that all church services and
groups should end. Just five days
later, the world seems a very
different place. By the time you read
this it will be more different still.

Alongside the fear and apprehension
(and panic-buying of toilet rolls!), I
have observed many examples of
love and service throughout the
village and am confident we will pull-
together and get through this.

On Sunday 22 March, I preached on
the story of Jesus walking on the
water (Matthew 14:22-33). The
disciples were in the middle of the
Sea of Galilee battling strong wind
and waves – at 3am! Suddenly Jesus
appears, walking on the water and,
not surprisingly, they were terrified.
He said three things: “Do not be
afraid. Take courage. I am here!”.

I offer these three statements for
you to carry with you through the
stormy and dark days ahead.
Although Jesus eventually stilled the

waves, he expected the disciples to
have enough faith in him even while
the storm was raging. Being a
follower of Jesus does not mean we
avoid the storms of life – as some
people might believe – but it does
mean that he is alongside us every
step of the way, and that is why we
can be courageous and fearless.

The disciples managed to row to the
other side of the lake. We, too, will

get to the other side. The landscape
will be different to the familiar
terrain we left behind but, if we
continue to work together, we will
move forward confident that God is
alongside us every step of the way.

“Do not be afraid. Take courage. I
am here!”

Rev Chris

Do not be Afraid
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Caring family practice, new patients always welcome.
Same day appointments usually available

Cosmetic dentistry, including teeth whitening
Denplan registered

Quality dentistry at affordable prices
Heidi Daumler BDS (Lond)

Opening Hours
 Monday and Wednesday              08:30 – 18:00
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday       08:30 – 17:00

Address: 52 Station Road, Liss, Hampshire, GU33 7AA
Tel: 01730 891000                         Email: info@lissdental.co.uk
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ROBERT MOODIE
Master upholsterer

Since 1973

Is your sofa or perhaps your favourite chair
in need of a little loving care?

Don’t push it aside or take to the ‘tip’
Just give us a ring and we’ll mend it.

Loose covers or fitted, or down to the frame.
We will restore it, elaborate or plain

Fabrics and braids for us to enhance
Our craftsmanship’s shown if given the chance.

Specialists in re-upholstery & loose covers

The Old Milking Parlour,
Mellow Farm
Dockenfield.

01428 712886
hello@arfordupholstery.co.uk

COVID-19
The Church continues to be alive and
active, but our buildings must close
We are seeing a huge increase in the number of people falling sick
with COVID-19. We must distance ourselves from one another and
prevent the spread of infection in order to save lives.

Therefore, as well as public worship being suspended, St Mary’s
and all church buildings in the Church of England are now closed.

Our worship of God and our care for each other continue but cannot
be done in St Mary’s Church building.

Our Facebook page is livestreaming a short service every Sunday
at 10.15am and Morning Prayer every day except Sunday and
Monday at 9.00am.

Our website contains details of how to join others online for prayer,
worship, study, and community life and a link to the live streamed
services on Sundays. See :www.lissparishchurch.org.uk

The Rector  can be contacted in an emergency by telephoning 01730
890085 or emailing revchris007@gmail.com.

The Parish Office can be contacted on 01730 892552 or
lissparish@gmail.com. The Parish Office is not currently open to
visitors.

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind and with all your strength . . . Love your neighbour

C. C. FISHER

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

GENERAL BUILDING &
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Kitchen & Bathroom Installations
Extensions • Brickwork • Repointing

Carpentry • Plastering • Roofing • Guttering
Floor & Wall Tiling • Concreting

Drains • Patios • Fencing
“CUSTOMER SATISFACTION GUARANTEED”

LOYAL RECOMMENDATIONS
ON REQUEST

April
Parish
Magazine
During the Coronavirus pandemic,
it has become evident that it is not
possible for our deliverers to deliver
the Parish Magazine as usual, or for
it to be available in the usual places
for purchase.

We have therefore decided to
make the Parish Magazine
available in PDF format and hope
that as many of our subscribers as
possible, are able to access it via
the website.

We hope you like this online
version which is slightly different
from the usual format, as many of
the usual events and diary dates
etc aren’t taking place for the time
being.

The editors and production team
Liss Parish Magazine
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Church Building Works
It seems the contractors have
just managed to complete the
work to the church on time and
on budget. Apart from tidying-
up, they hope to be finished by
the weekend of 29 March. Of
course, our deadlines have
become fairly immaterial with
the arrival of coronavirus.

The floor is being sanded
throughout this week and,
although it’s not been
something we have mentioned
much, it will be one of the more
dramatic elements of the new-
look building. See pictures –
particularly the contrast
between the sanded and
unsanded floor.

There is still much to do,
including commissioning the AV
system and the lighting – but all
the hardware is now installed.

Piano For Sale
Upright, Rogers,

Dark wood.
Has been well looked after!

£200 (but offers
considered)

Phone Judith
07813 508753
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One of the major tasks coming
up will be moving everything
back in again – coronavirus-
permitting. Also, we are still
awaiting approval from the
Diocesan Chancellor regarding
the designs for the new
Communion table and lectern.

We’re getting there – we just
need a date for going back….

Pictured above, are Christine Greaves and Carolyn Clark making and
painting banners which will hang in the church, once the building
work is finished. We will be able to see these once the church is re-
opened, once the current restrictions are lifted.

Pukka
Plumbing

For burst, blocked pipes,
leaking taps

and repairs to new kitchens,
bathrooms and Guttering.

No VAT on labour.

WATERSAFE
Approved Plumber

07976 968103
Rogate GU31 5BT
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It's amazing how hard it is for the
mind to adjust to a suddenly
changed situation. Life under
lock down seems unreal at the
moment-  as if I've wakened up
in the middle of some dystopian
novel. Denial is a common initial
response to unwelcome truths,
as we observed at first with the
heedless crowds in the parks, but
gradually the reality of our
circumstances is hitting home.

What strikes me most is how
much I have taken for granted in
life - the presence of family and
friends, freedom to come and go
as I please, bountiful food,
medical care whenever I need it,
outings and holidays to look
forward to.  I feel ashamed that
my life has not been constantly
pervaded with deep
thankfulness for all the blessings
I enjoy.

The invisible menace of
coronovirus, ever-present, also

makes me constantly  aware of
those in other countries who
dare not go out for fear of attack
from an  enemy, those who
desperately search for food or
despair of medical attention or
fear for loved ones.

Perhaps for the first time in the
West some of us are
experiencing real insecurity.
Science and technology have
given us an impressive measure
of control of our environment so
we have felt masters of our fate,
but - no longer! Suddenly we are
very aware of our fragility, our
mortality, our dependence on
others.  The very real threat of
death stalking our countries puts
life in a very different
perspective.  In the face of this,
and of  financial insecurity,
isolated from one another, and
largely deprived of the
distractions of consumerism and
entertainment, we have the

chance to take stock of our lives.
What is really important?

Many Christians regularly go
away on retreat to make space
to reflect on this question and to
realign their priorities. Now we
don't need to go away - the
retreat has come to us. In this
space I am reminded ever more
strongly that the love and
presence of God is the only solid
foundation for life. Of course it
does not grant us immunity from
the storms of life - Jesus said, 'In
this world you will have trouble.'
However,  he added, 'But take
heart, I have overcome the
world.'  The presence and power
and peace of God are available
to us in the troubles and storms
of life. How wonderful is that.
Relationship is our deepest need
and God in Christ constantly
invites us into it -with him and
with one another.  Jesus
summed up the gospel as loving
God and our neighbour.  One of
the good side effects of the virus
is the renewal of our sense of
community and caring for one
another (albeit at the necessary
distance!)  In these scary times
may our trust in God and our
love for one another develop and
grow.

Eleanor Childs
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Life After Lockdown
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Many of us have been extremely
concerned about the way the
iPhone has taken over the world
and the minds of most of the
younger generation, I think with
some justification. But
now….many of us oldies (officially
declared by the government since
over 70) are so grateful for social
media to keep us in touch with
family and friends! Even we
Luddites, given sufficient
circumstance, can be converted.

It has already been revealing how
different cultures and groups of
people have responded:- In
America we were shown long
queues of people outside the local
gun shop; in this country for some
obscure reason toilet rolls are the
stuff of currency (I heard of one
psychologist suggesting the

reason for this is because toilet
paper is soft, big (in multipacks)
and cheap); in Australia it seems
to have been total wipeout on the
shelves; in Italy, centre of the
pandemic in Europe, much to
their credit, shelves much as
normal.

Some companies will make a
killing in this crisis, I imagine share
prices in hand gel will have hit the
roof, but for most, even with
some government help, this will
be a disaster. Many, I imagine, will
not survive, with all the hardship
and deprivation that will cause.

On the entertainment front things
have almost ground to a halt, with
anything live being cancelled
(including our own Liss Life), and
even the BBC lowering its output.
How will the country survive on
only two East Enders a week?
Mind you, Netflix and Co seem to
be seizing the opportunity to fill
the airwaves.

On the social front, no gatherings,
no church, no theatre, no
entertaining, no cinema, no home
groups, not even family meetings.
Pilates just isn't the same on
streaming. Come on, we're social
creatures, I don't know about you,
but there is a big chunk of my life
gone there!

On the family front life is going to
be so different. Perhaps there is
the chance for a family to really
come together, enjoy one
another's company, (my two
fighting grandsons are finding
they can play quite well
together).  Sadly a Met policeman

was saying that he expected
domestic violence in the capital to
rocket - let's hope he is wrong.

For those on the 'frontline' of
course and for many working at
home with home-schooling at the
same time, life will be far from at
a standstill, quite the reverse.

So how am I going to make this an
opportunity rather than a
sentence?

Well, actually deep down, I feel
this has the potential to do
something wonderful not only in
my personal life, but also in the
community I live in. Already we
are seeing an amazing support
and concern for the Foodbank-
and hopefully for the life of our
nation. To stop, be it rather
suddenly, for those of us who are
in isolation, gives us a unique
opportunity to reflect on what is
truly important. Perhaps to enjoy
the simple things of life, to be able
to read more, to delight in the
connection with nature that the
garden brings and to sense afresh
the love and life from our
heavenly Father. In the words of
the Carpenter to become  like a
child again, yes at 75!

Peter Coley
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Isolation - Opportunity
or a Sentence?

K.M. Wilson
MSSCh MBChA
HPC registered

Visiting
Chiropodist
Petersfield 268722
29 Madeline Road

Petersfield
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A surname like Van Wijk begs
the question about family
history.  'My grandfather was in
the Dutch Resistance,' says
Mark. He was tortured and
subjected to medical
experiments in the
concentration camps. Given the
effects he suffered, it was
recommended that he come to
Britain for the climate,  which he
did when my Dad was 13.  He
could speak 5 languages and did
translation work. I think he was
the first person to work remotely
- on his typewriter!  My father
went to university here and
worked first for ICI and then for
IBM.  I grew up in Horndean and
went to school there.

What led Mark into a career in
accountancy? ' Lack of
imagination, probably', he
laughs. 'But I've had an

interesting career.  To be an ACA
you have to be sponsored by a
professional services firm, and
the one that picked me up
worked exclusively with
charities, so my first 4 years, I
worked with a range of charities,
including religious orders.  I've
always found them fascinating.
My Mum's sister is a nun and I
spent some time in her convent
when I was growing up.  She was
the most beautiful spirit you
could meet. When I got this job I
had the chance to meet with
nuns, priests and monks all over
the country. I had an interesting
week once as guest of the monks
of Douai Abbey. They started
meals with sung worship in Latin
and during the meal one of the
younger monks would read
aloud from the diaries of early
monks who went around
preaching the gospel.  I also

spent time working in the RC
Diocese of Westminster,
meeting the priests where we
had fascinating conversations!  I
worked too for a time with the
Anglican Diocese of St Albans.  I
love working with people of
faith, it's so inspiring talking to
them.'

'On one occasion I worked with
the European set-up  of an
American evangelist. Huge
amounts of money were going
around and his lifestyle was
lavish.  Such a contrast to monks
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Called to Account
Mark Van Wijk

        Station Road, Liss, Hampshire, GU33 7AW
        Tel: (01730) 892669 Fax: (01730) 895232
        E-mail: info@liss-businesscentre.co.uk

Looking for Office or Workshop Space?
Liss Business Centre ticks all the boxes……

central
Competitive unit fees
Flexible licence agreements
Central reception and support services
Access to additional meeting rooms
Plenty of free parking
24 hour access

Photocopying, Fax service, Email facilities, secretarial services and conference
facilities at hourly or daily rates.

Liss Business Centre is managed by Enterprise first, a not-for-profit company that’s
been supporting new ventures and existing businesses since 1981.  Whether you’re

a start-up or an expanding SME; we can help your business grow and flourish.

Contact us today    01730 892669     info@liss-businesscentre.co.uk

LBC
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and priest who live on
unimaginably small amounts,
much of which goes on candles!
At first I found it really
distasteful, but listening to the
people around him talking about
their faith how they had been
blessed through his ministry was
wonderful and made me think I
had no right to judge him.'

'It was interesting and varied
work - I even got to go around
private museums and root
around  stockrooms and sort
through incredible assets, like
African masks,  samurai warrior
suits to check their value and
that they hadn't been stolen or
sold. '

'Eventually I decided  to move on
and settle down to working for a
specific charity so I joined the
Multiple Sclerosis Society as
branch accountant.  A branch is
the local face of MS which
fundraises locally and delivers
services locally.  Branches I was
supporting could raise millions of
pounds to build a neurological
rehabilitation centre. Some were
entering contracts with the NHS
to directly fund a dedicated NHS
nurse and I'd help them
fundraise. Interestingly they
were all volunteer treasurers,
many of whom were battling
debilitating symptoms of MS. I'd
have to support them in making
sure their finances were right
and safeguarding the assets they
were fundraising and that any
business plans they were
developing wouldn't lead to
problems down the road.'

‘From there I moved to working
with an education charity as
Head of Finance. We put on
events round the country to get
children interested in science
and technology, engineering and
maths - the stem subjects. The

biggest event was the Big Bang
Fair in Birmingham every year
when we'd take over the NEC
and have 80,000 children come
along. We'd invite companies to
come along and show off what
they do with stem subjects, that
is cool! One year GCHQ came
along with an Enigma machine
they had taken from a German
submarine and the kids keyed in
a message to it. There was a live
video link through the
supercomputer at GCHQ and it
was decoded in front of their
eyes - pretty cool!'

'I love working
with people of
faith, it's so
inspiring talking to
them.'

'When Charlie, my wife, was
pregnant with our first child,
Thomas, we decided we didn't
want to bring our kids up in
London, but somewhere green
and pleasant and where we
could be part of a community,
which is how we eventually
ended up in Liss. A job
opportunity opened up for me as
Director of Finance at Rowans'
Hospice where I've been working
for the last 5 years. It's been
wonderful working there. At the
moment we are finishing a big
renovation project to bring it up
to the highest standards as there
have been all sorts of
developments in how we care for
people over recent years.'

A new job opportunity has
opened up for Mark recently. At
the end of this month he takes
up a new post of Director of
Finance for the RC Diocese of
Portsmouth. 'It's exciting.
Working with people of faith

gives me a chance to talk about
my faith and think more deeply
about it. I enjoy being part of St
Mary's. It's a beautiful little
community.   We enjoy the All-
Age service and I take Thomas
and Ellie to Who Let the Dads
Out?' and Charlie is helping with
Sunday School now. I do like the
different types of music and the
guitars.  I hear our children lying
in bed singing 'Our God is a great
big God,' and it's really uplifting!'

Life sounds busy and fulfilling for
Mark and his family. When asked
about leisure activities he reveals
that recently they bought a
patch of woodland which they
plan to enjoy and develop. 'The
kids love to build dens there and
spot the deer and rabbits. We'd
like to keep bees at some point
and maybe go camping.  Charlie
hopes to go on a woodland
management course and I'd like
to learn to use a chain saw to fell
some of the 60 foot trees for
firewood! But that's all in the
future.’

Eleanor Childs
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� Located locally
� Autumn / Winter /Spring / Summer
    maintenance and planting
� General tidying
� Gutter clearance
� Lawn care
� Lawn mowing
� Hedge cutting
� Weeding of beds and borders
� Sheds and fences painted
� Leaf clearence
� Plant care
� Other general garden maintenance
� Other “odd jobs”

Steve Hill Gardening offers a
full personal local
gardening  service

Whatever your requirements, call to
discuss, no obligation, with Steve on

07572 883713 or
01730 893921
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What do we need more than anything else at this time?

Well Martin Lewis the 'money saving expert' emphasised one
thing we all need to have in our relationships within families,
communities and in respect of government…..

Here's a clue:

My first is in life but not in a lie
My second in toast but not in taste
My third is in through
but not in thought!
My fourth is in labour
but not in flavour
My fifth is in squire
but not in squirt
My sixth is in treat but not in tree
My seventh in free but not in fete
My eighth is in spade
but not in speed
My ninth is in Tunis but not in suit
My tenth is in slice but not in lies
My eleventh in limes
but not in slim

He also added compassion and
kindness.

Peter Coley
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Conundrum

29 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
IN THE CUTTING
OF TREES,
HEDGES
& SHRUBS
EX ARMY

ACACIA
TREE SURGEONS

01730 895531

A LOCAL
SINCE 1977

Clean efficient
reliable service

Certificates Issued
Fully insured

REGISTERED MEMBER

ICS
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Rather than going by car we
decided to go to Switzerland by
train. With our three boys we set
out from The Hague to Utrecht
on the first stage of our journey.
There we got on to a sleeper
carriage to take us to Basle. Our
final stage to our destination
took on a beautiful scenic
journey across Switzerland.
There we enjoyed a fortnight of
walking in the Swiss Alps and
discovered how agile the boys
were clambering up mountain
walk.

The time came for us to depart
and we set out on our journey to
Basle having enjoyed a most
relaxing holiday. It was only then
that Anne took out our train
tickets and disaster struck. The
travel agent had made a mistake
and to our horror we discovered
that the tickets were made out
for yesterday. After a little
prayer and still hopeful we
reached Basle station shortly
before midnight.

The station seemed rather busy
as we made our way to our train.
To our horror the train was
packed with passengers standing
in the corridors. When we
showed our tickets to the
attendant, he laughed and told
us we might as well tear them
up.

We truly faced a disaster. We
were stranded in Basle with
three small boys without
transport and having spent all
our Swiss francs and a few
guilders. Anne was quietly
praying and my mind was in
turmoil over what to do.  There
suddenly appeared a helpful
official who asked what the
problem was. On hearing it he
said why not try the train over
there It’s going to Utrecht.

In near unbelief we took his
advice and dashed across to this
other train with our boys and our
luggage. There we met a friendly
attendant who willingly
accepted our tickets. We
bundled out luggage and
children on to the train and then
clambered on to the train as it

moved off. The attendant was
delighted to provide us with
luxurious sleeping
accommodation. We were his
only passengers. The whole train
was empty!  We enjoyed our
breakfast and then to cap it all
our train got into Utrecht before
the one we meant to catch! We
made our next connection with
plenty of time having had a
lovely holiday and an amazing
experience.

To this day we never knew any
logical reason why two trains
could leave Basle for Utrecht at
almost the same time or who
was that helpful official Basle
station. It remains a mystery and
an amazing answer to prayer.

Ian Lawrie

Fe
a

tu
re

s

A Mystery Train
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I have long been an admirer of
Tom Wright and when this book
was published earlier this year I
was quick to pounce, knowing
that he is a very accessible
author and theologian. I have
often wondered why no
substantive film epic (as far as I
know) was ever made of the
remarkable life of Paul, who so
guided the progress of the early
church and indeed of what we
might call western culture.

As in any biography, he takes us
through the life of Paul from his
early formative years as a
student of Judaism through to
his final (and largely
unexplained) years in prison in
Rome.

Drawing largely on the Bible
itself, but also on other
contemporary sources, he
explains what motivated Paul to
become the man he was,

exploring the notion of zeal in its
Jewish sense. This was not a zeal
as we might define it today, but
a love for God expressed in
faithfulness to the twin pillars of
Judaism - love for the Torah (the
law of God) and Temple worship,
the place where heaven touches
earth in Jewish thought. Wright
wants us to understand that
Paul, even after his Damascus
Road conversion, remained a
Jew at heart, believing Jesus to
be the Messiah long hoped for by
the Jewish nation. Because he
now saw Jesus as the Messiah all
his zeal is redirected at Christ
himself as the fulfilment of the
Torah and Temple. More than
that, He was no longer the hope
of any one group of people (ie
the Jews) but, in the words of the
prophets, 'a light to lighten the
Gentiles'. This inevitably led him
into massive conflict not only
with his fellow Jews and the
Roman authorities but, more
painfully,  with many Jews in the
Christian community itself who
held that the Jewish traditions,
particularly circumcision, were to
be upheld. Paul seems to have
been particularly disturbed by
the Church he had established in
Corinth turning on him in favour
of more 'pleasing' leaders.
Wright suggests that between
his first letter to Corinth, written
in  prison in Ephesus, and his
second, that he had probably
had what we would call today a
nervous breakdown.

Wright points out that a number
of modern commentators have

regarded Paul as being
misogynist, a bully, cold and
having a rather high regard of
himself. He wants to put the
record straight and suggests that
anyone researching his letters
carefully would see a vulnerable
man with a huge burden to share
the true Gospel of Jesus  Christ.
Paul certainly had some major
rows with some of his colleagues
- Peter in particular-  but only
because he thought this gospel
was being compromised. As far
as coldness is concerned, he left
behind loving fellowships, many
of whom would have died for
him,  as well as a significant
number of women who shared
with him in the work. His
monetary collections from the
largely Gentile churches he had
established, to support the
largely Jewish church in
Jerusalem suffering famine is a
mark of his desire to see the
gospel uniting across old
Jewish/Gentile boundaries.

This is a very readable book
about Paul, who gave us a
considerable part of our New
Testament, showing us the
humanity of a man called by God
to do an almost impossible job,
whose weaknesses allowed the
grace of God to abound.

Peter Coley
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Paul
A Biography by Tom Wright
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Liss Area Historical Society is
seeking a new chair to take over
when the present one stands
down in October this year.  This
represents an excellent
opportunity for someone to help

the Society continue to fulfil its
role as a champion for local
history. We are the guardian of
the Liss Collection of records,
photographs and artefacts on
behalf of the community of Liss.
In addition to being a registered
charity with a stable membership
and a sound financial position we
are recognised as a providing a
friendly environment.

There are 8 talks meetings per
year, occasional day trips and we
publish an annual booklet with
articles on historical topics
written by members.  From time
to time displays are provided as
part of village events and in some
years we put on a larger scale
exhibition. There is ongoing work
to maintain the Liss Collection.

The successful candidate will be
able to act as an effective chair
and help the Society develop
over the next few years.  Basic
computer skills such as emailing
and simple document production
are required. The full scope of the
role is open to discussion but
there is a core set of
responsibilities.

Anyone interested should
contact the current chair of the
Society, Ron McCann, for more
information. Please telephone
01730 261146 or email:
info@lissareahistorical.co.uk
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Liss Area
Historical
Society
With the Current situation, Liss
Area Historical Society will not
be meeting again until
September.

CHRISTIAN GEORGE
GARDEN LANDSCAPES

We offer a complete garden service

Design & Construction
Patios & Paving

Walls & Raised Beds
Turfing
Fencing

Regular or one- off Gardening

Call us for a free quotation on
01420 538510
07954 308556

Historical Society Seeks
New Chairperson

KEITH BOYDEN
YOUR LOCAL FAST &

FRIENDLY EXPERIENCED

Property Maintenance
General repairs.  Plumbing.

Decorating. Carpentry.
Kitchens and bathrooms fitted

Additional power sockets and alterations.
Security lighting fitted

Customer supplied equipment fitted.

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
NO JOB TOO SMALL

FREE ESTIMATES

TEL:   01420 475719
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Tips for April
This space would usually contain
some suggestions how to adjust
our lives to the needs of a world
undergoing climate change.
Over the last few weeks, a small
but incredibly powerful and
destructive micro-organism has
managed to bring the seemingly
unstoppable pace of life to a
halt. While we seek to adjust our
lives daily to ever-changing
regulations restricting more and
more of life as we knew it,
maybe there are some aspects of
this that we can learn from for
the future.

1) Looking out for each other
and sharing
Even if actual physical contact is
prohibited, we are finding ways
of caring for one another and
helping neighbours and friends
to cope. This new 'together' is a
powerful tool, and if we learn to
share the little that is around at
times so that there is enough for
everyone, we will be able to
transfer this attitude to a world
where there might be genuinely
fewer resources.

2) A slower pace of life
With our social (and possibly
work) diaries now pretty empty,
we have time at hand in a way
that we haven’t experienced for
a long time. We have the chance
to take things more slowly, be
more in the moment, enjoy
mindfulness, use the time to re-
build relationships maybe, and
to look after our physical, mental
and spiritual health.

3) Travel less
Satellite pictures have shown
how much the limited travel is
benefitting air quality above the
restricted zones. With less flying

being one of the most important
steps that individuals can take to
limit their carbon footprint,
maybe we will appreciate local
beauty more in the time to come,
plus we will learn to appreciate
other ways of connecting
particularly in our work. As
business travel was one of the
crucial elements of spreading the
virus across the world, people
might seek to limit it in the
future, using online ways of
connecting.

4) Connect to nature
For those of us lucky to live in
this area and/or have a garden,
nature will be maybe the most
restorative place for us these
days. Let’s soak up its beauty as
the flowers continue to bloom
and the birds continue to sing,
and appreciate the benefits of
fresh air and sunshine for our
health. And recognising our
vulnerable place in this world,
let’s thank nature for all she has
to offer by being a loving part of
her and protecting her where we
can.

5) Appreciating life and those
that make it work for us
I think we will gain a much
deeper gratitude for life and
being healthy through this. And
we will have learnt who in public
life we really need to thank for
keeping us safe, caring for us and
providing us with what we need.
The doctors, nurses and carers
who currently put their lives at
risk, the lovely people in the
supermarkets and delivery
drivers, the people who keep us
connected. Our friends and
families. We might even
appreciate that for most actions
of daily life, actual or virtual,

there are people behind who
keep things running for us. Life is
precious. Let’s act according to
that gratitude.

On Friday 20 March, the day the
schools closed down, my daily
Bible suggestion had this verse
from Psalm 27 to offer:

‘For he will hide me in his shelter
in the day of trouble; he will
conceal me under the cover of
his tent; he will lift me high upon
a rock.’

Praying that you and your loved
ones will all be safe in the next
weeks and months and that we
as Liss community will pull
through this unharmed.

Sara Timossi

18 Station Road
Liss, Hants
GU33 7DT

Tel. 01730 894394

Liss Station - deserted during the coronavirus
restrictions
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The Triangle has now cancelled
all events until at least
July/August. All our customers
have also cancelled their classes
along with the After School Club
and First Steps Nursery. The
Triangle Centre is in need of
financial assistance, as you can
imagine we now have no income
but are trying to keep the
building open for the

community. If you are able to
help us financially in any way we
would be extremely grateful. We
operate a Friends initiative and
forms can be downloaded from
our website (www.liss-triangle-
centre.org.uk) or we can email
you directly
(centremanager@liss-triangle-
centre.org.uk). We have also set
up a ‘show your love’ board in
our reception – you can leave a
donation to add your heart to
our display! For more
information call us on 01730
301000.  We are looking forward
to re-opening as soon as we can
and getting back to providing
the amazing educational and
recreational opportunities to our
community.  We hope you all

stay safe and healthy and that
we see you soon.

Kind regards, Karen Feeney
Centre Manager, 01730 301000

For the latest information on our
Events, Services and Activities
please visit our
website www.liss-triangle-
centre.org.uk or find us on
Facebook

The Triangle is run by Liss
Community Association and
supported by Hampshire County
Council, East Hampshire District
Council and Liss Parish Council.
Registered Charity number
1050032.

Triangle Centre
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Tel. 01730 894394

It was going to be big; it was going to be fun; it was going to be a celebration of the diversity and
talent in Liss; it was going to bring our community together in a special way: the biggest event Liss
had seen for years.

Plans were well underway, and over 40 groups, bands and individuals had been booked to take part
over the four-day festival at the end of May. Sadly, Liss Life is one of the many events which has
succumbed to the coronavirus.

This was an enormous undertaking and was the vision of one man: Rev Peter Coley. Supported by his
wife, Annie, and, with a team representing local civic, community, educational, religious, sporting
and retail groups around the village, plans were far-advanced. As someone on this team, I am
extremely grateful to Peter and Annie for their hard work in bringing this dream to fruition – almost!
Also, to everyone who was part of the planning and who had volunteered to get involved in small
ways and large. It remains to be seen if we’ll have the energy to try again later.

Ironically, however, coronavirus has achieved some of the aims of the event: it has brought people
together in a special way! The sense of community, friendship, generosity and support over the last
few weeks has been incredible. No, we can’t get together physically, but we are still finding creative
ways to celebrate Liss life. Let’s hope that energy remains over the long days and weeks to come.

Liss Life is dead (for now). Long live Life in Liss! Rev Chris
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At the recent Liss Archaeology AGM we had David Graham from
Surrey Archaeology speaking about archaeology in and around
Alton. His humorous talk covered examples of discoveries from Iron
Age to Saxon times, such as, round houses, bath houses, wells and
cemeteries. He projected a hive of activity in the area spanning
hundreds of years, especially during the Roman occupation period
from AD43 to AD410.

The first laughter tonic came from David’s account of a burial dig
where an Alton lady visitor fell into the ancient grave with two
skeletons. On reflection rather scary for the individual.

The second tonic for us in the evening was how the only example of
a Romano-British toilet seat was found in the bottom of a well:
David thought that the user broke the seat while using it over the
well. Again, on reflection, not a very nice experience for anyone.
Well we did laugh as a group: our herd instinct has a lot to answer
for…

David Graham concluded his talk with a challenge to LA members:
find a Romano-British temple feature in Alton or its surrounds since
one has not been found so far.

On a final note, LA acquired 68 new members since March last year.
Most of these recruits were from Alton and surrounds. Many thanks
to our hard-working committee members and members who made
this happen. Perhaps you might like to join them this year?

2020 Liss Archaeology Activities – (subject to Coronavirus
instructions):
Spring:
*Colemore Excavation from 28 May to 30 June.
Summer:
*Big Dig Alton from 13 to 28 July.
*Excavation work near Petersfield from 13 August to 15 September.
Autumn:
*Fernhurst Furnace Open Weekend on 12/13 September.
*Metal identification and recording day school – date tbc – Liss
Triangle
*Waylands Smithy day visit tbc

If you are interested then I suggest you see our website
 www.lissarchaeology.uk or best send an
email lissarchaeology@gmail.com for further details. We do have
Liss Archaeology on twitter or Facebook. Alan Horgan

Liss Archaeology
‘Laughter is a Tonic’

Liss
Horticultural
Society
Cancellations
Following the Government’s
advice about the Coronavirus –
Covid 19 outbreak, we are very
sorry and sad to say that the
Spring Flower Show on Sunday 5
April, the meetings on 7 April and
the 5 May have now been
cancelled. Further dates are still
under review so more details will
be published next month. Thank
you for your support.
For further information please
contact the Secretary, Sue Jordan
on 01730 893454 or email:
sueandmikejordan@tiscali.co.uk
or visit the website,
www.liss-horticultural-
society.co.uk

David Graham
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Are you a budding photographer, hobbyist or a professional snapper? Then why not
send us your favourite image of Liss with a chance to have it featured on the front of
next month’s magazine!

Photos must be sent by email and must be original good quality jpg/png format.
They must be portrait orientation.

Please send to any of those on the editorial team by 19th of each month at the latest.
(See inside front cover for email details). We look forward to hearing from you!

The
Small
Print
The usual deadline is 19th of
the month
Please send copy by email to
mmjr.surtees@ntlworld.com

Opinions expressed by
contributors are not
necessarily endorsed by the
Editors or Clergy.  Anonymous
articles will not necessarily be
published.  Contributors are
responsible for the accuracy of
their copy. We ask you to
support our advertisers but
cannot endorse their products
or services.

This is your magazine and we
would love to include your
news, views and reflections,
so give it some thought and
get in touch

Thank you to Robin Coulson for
this photo of St Mary’s Church.
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Peter Power
Qualified Electrician

All Domestic/Commercial Electrical
Work & Testing to Latest IEE. &

British Standards

NICEIC
Domestic Installer

City & Guilds (17th Edition) City & Guilds
Testing & Inspection (Course 2391)

Tel: 01730 892212
Mobiles: 07812 937114

or 07515 644941

Chapplins of Liss
The Local Village Estate Agent

�    Buying
�    Selling
�    Letting
�    Renting

Contact Chapplins for a
free no obligation valuation

Today!

01730 774200
Visit us at Chapplins.co.uk

or find us
on Facebook and Twitter,

just search Chapplins of Liss

01730 895372
www.jointaction.co.uk

Joint Action
Mobile Chartered

Physiotherapist

Treatment in your own Home

Kathy Justice Dip.CFHP,MPSPract

Foot Health Practitioner
Established since 2006

Nail cutting-corns-callus-fungal
nails etc. Foot & lower leg massage

Liss 01730 895663
Mobile: 07795 670962

Liss Life in May
has unfortunately

had to be
cancelled due to

Coronavirus

NEW
ARRANGEMENTS

Please see Page 2 for
new arrangements

during the
Coronavirus

outbreak


