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NEW ARRANGEMENTS
To protect both customers and volunteers during the coronavirus outbreak, the following arrangements will be
in place from 1 April 2020. Please note, there will be no distribution point at the Triangle for the time being.

Food bags will be delivered direct to your doorstep midweek. To be sure of a delivery, customers are asked to
ring 01730 300659 or 01730 300921 by Sunday 9pm at the latest.

Emergency bags may be available at other times but only to first time customers, as it is unlikely we will have
the resources to pack and deliver throughout the week.

We have a new Facebook page. Please check it out for updates.

We hope you and your families will stay well in this current crisis.

Best wishes
Liss Foodbank Team

View from Wheatham Hill
Photo by Jane George
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“I don’t know what I think of God anymore.” That was a comment I
heard recently from a young Christian trying to come to terms with
coronavirus. I’m sure she wasn’t the only person trying to make
sense of a belief in God while observing the impact of covid-19 on
those whom she loves and cares. I do not believe coronavirus is
God’s plan, either as a way to make us better or as punishment (as
some people think).

Of course, much good can come out of this virus. Just look at the
way communities are coming together; look at the benefits to
nature and the environment; look at the way our value system has
been challenged as we realise that the people we should really value
are not sports stars, celebrities or bankers, but care workers, NHS
staff and checkout assistants. But a God who orchestrates an event
which causes millions to be sick, hundreds of thousands to die and
millions to be on the verge of financial and emotional collapse –
whatever the benefits – is not one I would care to follow either.

God’s original intention was peace between all things – a ‘trinity of peace’ if you like, between God, us,
and the earth in which we live. But this is not how we are living. He created a world in which
everything is connected, and there are natural consequences when those connections are broken.
God didn’t cause or plan the pandemic – it is simply a consequence of the brokenness of creation. And
while not all disasters can be attributed to our actions, it has become clear that this virus is, in a very
real way, self-inflicted. Any serious response to this pandemic must include how we treat and use
animals (and I’m not just talking about wet markets in Wuhan).

The Bible shows us that God's ultimate nature is love. He is a God of infinite grace, compassion and
mercy. God cares deeply about humanity, and about you as an individual - so much so that he gave up
his Son for you (something we remembered in the recent events of Easter). But if that is so, where is
he – just when we need him the most?

I suggest he is in the face of the nurse with red marks around her face from the mask; in the actions of
loving parents seeking to entertain and educate their children; in the exhaustion of the care home
worker travelling home on the train; in the unity of those making a noise in the street on a Thursday
night; he’s present in the online forums where people are offering help and advice; he’s seen in the
creativity of the scientists working desperately for a vaccine; he’s in the tears of those grieving for lost
friends and he’s revealed through the million acts of random kindness being displayed in every street
and every community every day.

The resurrection life of God is also present in comments like “When this is over, we can’t return to the
old way of living and being.”  And he will continue to be present as we seek to make that hope a
reality.

Quite simply, I believe God is in the centre of every act which attempts to rebuild that ‘trinity of
peace’, that seeks to build harmony between humanity, our planet and God.

Let’s open our eyes and see that God is living and active all around us. Everywhere we see light
overcoming darkness. Everywhere we see love overcoming fear. Don’t try to understand God’s plan in
coronavirus, rather, look for his presence: for compassion and mercy and love and goodness in action:
actions through which we catch a glimpse of God. And, to the extent that you are compassionate,
merciful and loving, he is working through you.
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The building work in St Mary’s
Church is nearing completion.
Three photos of the the church
(waiting for the chairs to come out
of storage) show the newly sanded
and sealed floor.  We will need to
wait for the lockdown to start being
lifted before services can
recommence.

Church
Building Work
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ROBERT MOODIE
Master upholsterer

Since 1973

Is your sofa or perhaps your favourite chair
in need of a little loving care?

Don’t push it aside or take to the ‘tip’
Just give us a ring and we’ll mend it.

Loose covers or fitted, or down to the frame.
We will restore it, elaborate or plain

Fabrics and braids for us to enhance
Our craftsmanship’s shown if given the chance.

Specialists in re-upholstery & loose covers

The Old Milking Parlour,
Mellow Farm
Dockenfield.

01428 712886
hello@arfordupholstery.co.uk

COVID-19
The Church continues to be alive and
active, but our buildings must close
We are seeing a huge increase in the number of people falling sick
with COVID-19. We must distance ourselves from one another and
prevent the spread of infection in order to save lives.

Therefore, as well as public worship being suspended, St Mary’s
and all church buildings in the Church of England are now closed.

Our worship of God and our care for each other continue but cannot
be done in St Mary’s Church building.

Our Facebook page is livestreaming a short service every Sunday
at 10.15am and Morning Prayer every day except Sunday and
Monday at 9.00am.

Our website contains details of how to join others online for prayer,
worship, study, and community life and a link to the live streamed
services on Sundays. See :www.lissparishchurch.org.uk

The Rector  can be contacted in an emergency by telephoning 01730
890085 or emailing revchris007@gmail.com.

The Parish Office can be contacted on 01730 892552 or
lissparish@gmail.com. The Parish Office is not currently open to
visitors.

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind and with all your strength . . . Love your neighbour

C. C. FISHER

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

GENERAL BUILDING &
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Kitchen & Bathroom Installations
Extensions • Brickwork • Repointing

Carpentry • Plastering • Roofing • Guttering
Floor & Wall Tiling • Concreting

Drains • Patios • Fencing
“CUSTOMER SATISFACTION GUARANTEED”

LOYAL RECOMMENDATIONS
ON REQUEST

May
Parish
Magazine
During the Coronavirus pandemic
and lock down, it is not possible to
distribute the Parish magazine as
usual or for it to be available in the
usual places for purchase.

We have therefore decided to
make the Parish Magazine
available in PDF format and hope
that as many of our subscribers as
possible, are able to access it via
the website.

We hope you like this online
version which is slightly different
from the usual format, as many of
the usual events and diary dates
etc aren’t taking place for the time
being.

The editors and production team
Liss Parish Magazine
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Pentecost took place on the well-
established Jewish festival of
Firstfruits, which was observed at
the beginning of the wheat
harvest. It was seven weeks after
Easter, or 50 days including
Easter. This year it falls on Sunday
31 May.

A feast day to celebrate the
country’s wheat harvest does not
sound exactly world-changing,
but that year, it became one of
the most important days in world
history. For Pentecost was the
day that Jesus sent the Holy Spirit
- the day the Church was born.

Jesus had told His disciples that
something big was going to
happen, and that they were to
wait for it in Jerusalem, instead of
returning to Galilee. Jesus had
plans for His disciples, but He

knew they could not do the work
themselves. They would need His
help.

And so, they waited in Jerusalem,
praying together with His other
followers, for many days. And
then on that fateful morning
there was suddenly the sound as
of a mighty rushing wind.
Tongues of flame flickered on
their heads, and they began to
praise God in many tongues, to
the astonishment of those who
heard them. The curse of Babel
(Genesis 11: 1- 9) was dramatically
reversed that morning.

That morning the Holy Spirit
came to indwell the disciples and
followers of Jesus. The Church
was born. The Christians were
suddenly full of life and power,
utterly different from their former
fearful selves. The change in them
was permanent.

Peter gave the first ever sermon
of the Christian Church that
morning, proclaiming Jesus was
the Messiah. His boldness in the
face of possible death was in
marked contrast to the man who
had denied Jesus 50 days before.
And 3,000 people responded,
were converted, and were
baptised. How’s that for fast
church growth!

Of course, Pentecost was not the
first time the Holy Spirit had
acted in this world. All through
the Old Testament there are
accounts of how God’s Spirit
guided people and strengthened
them. But now, because of
Christ’s death and resurrection,
He could INDWELL them. From
now on, every Christian could
have the confidence that Jesus
was with them constantly,
through the indwelling of His Holy
Spirit.
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Whit Sunday

29 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
IN THE CUTTING
OF TREES,
HEDGES
& SHRUBS
EX ARMY

ACACIA
TREE SURGEONS

01730 895531

A LOCAL
SINCE 1977
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Five weeks ago I don’t think I had
even heard of livestreaming.
Today, I produced my 27��
Facebook livestream on the St
Mary’s Church Facebook page. In
addition I have used Zoom about
20 times – both for meetings and
connecting with family and
friends. The best times have been
having dinner ‘together’ with
friends over Zoom or WhatsApp
video. With decent sound and
internet connection, it can soon
feel very much like the real thing.

I am not alone and the vast
majority of clergy I know are
seeking to connect with their
parish using technology and I’m
sure many of you with internet
connections are making use of the
many options available to ensure
you stay in touch.

One of the surprising statistics of
the lockdown are the number of
people who have engaged with
live or pre-recorded church
services – many times more than
we would see in a church building
in normal times: over 1000 hits for
one service and sometimes
hundreds of video views
(although I have no idea how long
each person stayed). Also,
although my primary
responsibility remains for the
parish of Liss, my virtual
congregation regularly includes
people from around the country
and, indeed, the world – some of
whom are not Anglican or even
Christian. It’s both exciting and
challenging.

The benefits for those ‘attending’
are obvious and two of them are
expressed in the cartoon on page
23. It demands very little input or
commitment and, for those new

to church, there is not the barrier
of walking into a strange building
doing some strange things with
some strange people – and no one
asks for money! In addition,
people don’t need to dress up – or
even get dressed at all! More than
one person has told me they
watch in bed while eating their
breakfast.

So, church buildings may be
closed but the church is alive and
well as we seek to bring God’s
perspective on this journey that
we are all on and to share God’s
love in word and deed. Please do
join us if you’re interested. We
meet for 15 minutes at 9am for
Morning Prayer Tue to Sat and
10.15am for half an hour on a
Sunday for our main service. We
go live about 3 minutes
beforehand so you can find us.

But the fact remains, however
good virtual worship might be, I
miss being with you all - in the
flesh. I miss the handshakes and
the sharing of the peace. I miss
sharing Holy Communion with my
brothers and sisters. I miss the

music and the singing. I miss the
fellowship as we set up for
services and the chats over coffee
or our Third Sunday lunches. In
short, the general messiness,
creativity and reality of physical
human connections.

This week (26 April) was to be our
first service back in the newly-
refurbished church building. We
have no idea when we will meet
again, but in the meantime we
must all make use of the
opportunities and challenges with
which coronavirus presents us. I
will keep praying for you. Please
pray for me, that we will all get
through this and, somehow, come
out the other side changed for
the better.

Rev Chris
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Carol married James Hinds on
14th March, just a week before
lockdown. They had planned to
spend their honeymoon in New
York, but on their wedding day
President Trump cancelled all
flights from the UK.  Since James
works out of Florida he had to
return alone , a few days later.
I commented that it must be
tough starting married life
without your husband. Carol is
philosophical. 'Yes, it is.  But
God's got a sense of humour - for
years I've been praying for a
husband and when I get one I
can't be with him! But, given
what has been happening it is
wonderful we were able to get
married before lockdown. Our
wedding day was the most
perfect day ever and we had a
lovely few days in Lymington.
We can have a proper
honeymoon any time.'

'Our original plan was that I
would return to the UK and my
work here after the honeymoon
and James would continue in
Florida and  commute back to
the UK. He has always moved
around and lived abroad. If I had
gone to Florida I would be in
lockdown, with nothing to do
and not knowing anyone. If he
was here and I'm nursing
coronovirus patients, I would
have to live in a hotel, and I think
that would be even harder.'

Carol enjoys her work, though
she hasn't always been a nurse. 'I
left school at 16 because I didn't
like it, but I didn't know what I
wanted to do. I got a job in
Lloyds Bank in Baker Street and
intended to go back to college
when I was 18, but I loved

working in the bank. I enjoyed
making money and was good at
it, so I stayed on until I was 25.
Even then I didn't know what I
wanted to do, but felt I needed
to make a change.  I'd always
liked reading so I thought I’d do
an English degree, which I did.
While doing that I did some
home caring to help pay my rent,
and I absolutely loved that. In
fact I started doing it full-time
after I graduated but it wasn't
really a living wage so when
family and friends suggested I
become a nurse, I thought it

made sense, though it meant
another 3 years training'
'My first job was in Papworth
Hospital in Cambridge.  I'm a
practical person and I like caring
for people.  I don't mind doing all
the grotty bits, I just want to
make things as good as possible
for the patients. I'm now a
community matron working out
of Portsmouth.  It feels an
honour and a privilege to be part
of the NHS at this difficult time
and help the country get well. '

'We have a few patients with
coronovirus, but they are
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recovering. No, I'm not worried
about catching it.  My mind is on
my patients and I keep myself fit
and well. I find it much harder in
my free time, not being able to
see my friends, go to church and
have my support network. All
the nurses have filled in forms to
say we're willing to be
redeployed and say we'll work 7
days a week.  It's just a matter of
when.'

How did Carol and James meet?
'We both attended Cosham
Baptist Church and became
good friends. And over time it
developed from there. Faith is
important to us both. I grew up
attending church.  When I was 17
I made a commitment to follow
Christ and got baptised. In my
twenties I turned away from God
because I was angry about
difficult things in my life. I tried
to work things out on my own
and do it my way but it got even
worse. It was only when I felt I'd
lost absolutely everything that I
turned back to God. I've always
found the parable of the Prodigal
Son very meaningful - being able
to see God as a loving Father and
allowing myself to be forgiven.'
'Life isn't easy but Scripture is
true when it says there's hope if
we follow God's ways and path.
Even when we can't see the light
at the end of the tunnel, God
says it's there and we can trust
him and walk towards it. He is
faithful and hears our prayers,
though often we have to wait
and trust. I definitely believe the
verse 'all things work together
for good for those who love
God.' It is what has led me into
nursing, into meeting my
husband and enables me to face
the future.'

Eleanor Childs
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We are living through a unique, era-defining period. Many of our
old certainties have gone, whatever our view of the world and
whatever our beliefs. The coronavirus pandemic and its effects are
perplexing and unsettling for all of us. How do we begin to think it
through and cope with it?

In this short yet profound
book, Oxford mathematics
professor John Lennox
examines the coronavirus in
light of various belief systems
and shows how the Christian
worldview not only helps us to
make sense of it, but also
offers us a sure and certain
hope to cling to.

John Lennox explains: "This
book consists of my
reflections on what we are
experiencing right now...I
would invite you, the reader,
to view the book like this: we
are sitting in a coffee shop (if
only we could!) and you have
asked me the question on the

book cover. I put down my coffee cup and attempt to give you an
honest answer. What follows is what I would try to say in order to
convey some comfort, support and hope."

John Lennox is an Emeritus Professor of Mathematics at the
University of Oxford and Emeritus Fellow in Mathematics and the
Philosophy of Science at Green Templeton College. He is also an
Associate Fellow of the Said Business School and an Adjunct
Lecturer for The Oxford Centre for Christian Apologetics. He has
been part of numerous public debates defending the Christian faith
against well-known atheists including Richard Dawkins,
Christopher Hitchens and Peter Singer.

Where is God in
a Coronavirus
World?
Book Review

Author: John Lennox
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Full marks to Jamie Oliver for his
Channel 4 series, ‘Keep Cooking
and Carry On’.  He showed us
how to make tasty meals with
basic ingredients and a minimum
of fuss.

The pandemic prompted other
encouraging responses. One
mother in the ‘at risk’ category
said her adult children thought
she was immortal until now.
Now they ring her every day to
see how she’s getting on. An
elderly clergyman had offers to
shop from two new neighbours
whom he hardly knew. The
whole nation stopped taking the
National Health Service for
granted and started showing
gratitude. Telephone, television,
the internet and email prevented
many from going stir-crazy.
Some even tried the cryptic
crossword, though
newcomers
should be
warned it
takes
years to
learn its
secrets!

The isolation was tough for
many. Isolated families had to
get used to each other’s
company and foibles for long
periods, away from the park or
beach. Couples were parted
from each other by distance or
illness. Those living alone were
cut off from visitors and
communal activities.
Churchgoers missed Holy
Communion at Easter for the
first time. That should help us
identify with millions of
Christians across the world who
have to pray in secret because
their neighbours would
persecute them if they did so
publicly.

Alone-ness, rather than
loneliness, can be productive.
Albert Einstein valued time
alone, when he could “go for

long walks on the beach
so that I can listen

to what is going
on inside my

head.” Isaac
Newton’s
greatest
discoveries

began when
he escaped
the effects of
the bubonic
plague,

by returning home to the family
farm in Lincolnshire. He had time
to observe what was going on
around him and, yes, that did
include watching the famous
apple fall.

When the bubonic plague was at
its peak, the Reformer Martin
Luther wrote: “I shall ask God
mercifully to protect us. Then I
shall fumigate, help purify the air,
administer medicine and take it. I
shall avoid places and persons
where my presence is not needed
in order not to become
contaminated and thus perchance
inflict and pollute others and so
cause their death as a result of my
negligence. If God should wish to
take me, He will surely find me
and I have done what He has
expected of me, and so I am not
responsible for either my own
death or the death of others.”
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Life in Quarantine

� Located locally
� Autumn / Winter /Spring / Summer
    maintenance and planting
� General tidying
� Gutter clearance
� Lawn care
� Lawn mowing
� Hedge cutting
� Weeding of beds and borders
� Sheds and fences painted
� Leaf clearence
� Plant care
� Other general garden maintenance
� Other “odd jobs”

Steve Hill Gardening offers a
full personal local
gardening  service

Whatever your requirements, call to
discuss, no obligation, with Steve on

07572 883713 or
01730 893921Isaac Newton
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The Language of
Kindness by
Christie Watson

For many of us 8.00pm on a
Thursday night has become a
regular feature of our lives as we
come out of our houses and clap
and give thanks for all
those on the front line
serving us in various ways
particularly those in the
NHS.

Well, Christie Watson,
who served as a nurse for
20 years, gives us a pretty
raw and first hand account
of what it is like to be on
that front line. This book,
despite the gentle nature
of the title, is definitely
not for the squeamish, as
she quite graphically goes
into some of the most
severe, heartbreaking and
painful experiences of her
career. I think by the end
of 20 years, unsurprisingly,
she had suffered
compassion fatigue
resulting in a total loss of
energy! Writing seems to
have become her therapy
and, with breathtaking
speed, she takes us on a journey
through the various
departments she has worked in
before arriving at paediatric
intensive care for most of her
career.

I can't pretend that the graphic
detail and terminology at times
is a bit OTT -'The minute we
intubate, there is a risk of

bilateral pneumothorasis,
subcutaneous emphysema,
hyper inflation requiring a senior
anaesthetist ' - more a translator
I would suspect! Perhaps this girl
had a doctor inside wanting to
come out!  It's probably a must-
read for any potential nurse with
quite a bit of philosophy thrown
in.

Having said all that, this book is
if nothing if not deeply moving in
some of the personal encounters
she describes: the hours and
weeks spent on a high
dependency ward with a
premature baby hanging on to
dear life monitored 24 hours a
day, not to mention the close
bonds that are made and the
emotional loss when the
inevitable separation comes.

Then the anger that somehow
has to be suppressed in the non
judgemental stance that every
nurse is required to take, in
confronting physical abuse of
young children. Inevitably strains
are carried into her own personal
home life which she is very
honest in addressing. It leaves
you in no doubt that this is a
calling above all else.

Who is this book for? Well,
I would love to see
members of our
government made to read
it, since it is a polemic
exposing the gross
deficiencies and the
growing privatisation of
the NHS and the huge
undervaluing of staff - and
this was before Covid 19!
She is certainly flying a
kite for her profession
with very good reason.

Finally, the thread running
through the book is found
in the title. For as much as
knowledge and experience
are important, without
kindness- expressed in
detail, in attentiveness, in
giving of yourself- it is not
true nursing. Peter Coley
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K.M. Wilson
MSSCh MBChA
HPC registered

Visiting
Chiropodist
Petersfield 268722
29 Madeline Road

Petersfield
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This Spring a record breaking 3,000 Real Easter Eggs
were bought and donated to food banks through a
usually 'quiet' online scheme. The 'Donate an egg to
a food bank scheme' is run by the Meaningful
Chocolate Company which, for the past ten years, has
been making The Real Easter Egg.

David Marshall CEO said: "What is moving is that
people were donating their purchase to someone they
will never meet or hear from, but they trust that the
Easter story, which come with each egg, will make a
difference and the chocolate egg give a treat. One
customer told us she had a legacy from her father and
wanted to use some of it to send a pallet of eggs to
those in need.

"Ten years ago, churches and schools helped us create
The Real Easter Egg, with its copy of the Easter story in
the box, and its support of Fairtrade chocolate
and charitable causes. There can be no more fitting a
tribute than for us to continue to support, share and give
to those in need."
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Clean efficient
reliable service

Certificates Issued
Fully insured

REGISTERED MEMBER

ICS
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When the WHO (World Health
Organisation) decided to make
2020 the Year of the Nurse and
Midwife, they based it on the
200�� anniversary of Florence
Nightingale’s birth on 12 May
1820.

But with the arrival of the
coronavirus, it is a remarkably
apt year to celebrate all that
nurses do for us.

As the ICN (International Council
of Nurses) says: “All around the
world, nurses are working
tirelessly to provide the care and
attention people need,
whenever and wherever they
need it. Nurses are central to the
delivery of health care; nurses
are making an invaluable
contribution to the health of
people globally.”

Nursing as a vocation goes back
to the Early Church. When
plague struck the Roman world
in the third century, it was
Christians who tended the sick
and dying, often at great
personal cost. Their self-sacrifice
made a huge impression on
Roman society.  Centuries later,
in medieval Europe, it was the
monastic orders that provided
health care.

Still centuries later, during the
Crimean War (1853-56) Florence
Nightingale saved thousands of
lives when she transformed the
field hospitals, hugely improving
the standards of care for
wounded and dying soldiers.

In fact, Florence Nightingale
deserves the credit for
establishing the modern
profession of nursing and its
structures of training. Although
of course medical science has
advanced since her time, the
basic ethos of nursing care
remains today close to
Nightingale’s vision.

Nursing is frequently described
as a vocation, and it is one to
which many Christians are
called. Nightingale wrote of
being ‘called’ by God, after
having had a vivid religious
conversion as a teenager.
Writing in February 1837, she
stated: “God has spoken to me
and called me to His Service.”

Four years before going to
Crimea, she studied at a
Lutheran religious community in
Germany which trained
deaconesses in medical skills,
nursing, and theology.  Many of
the ideas that Nightingale

adopted for her nurses came
from that religious community.

Thus, Nightingale’s training
programme was not solely
devoted to secular medical
sciences. Her student nurses
were required to attend chapel,
and her nurses read prayers on
the wards.

Nightingale wrote many letters
of spiritual encouragement to
her students. To one, she wrote
that Christ considered it an
“honour to serve the poorest and
the meanest… He will not give
His crown except to those who
have borne His cross… Enduring
hardship is what He encourages
and rewards.”

The Bishop of London, the Rt
Revd Sarah Mullally trained and
worked as a nurse before being
appointed to senior positions in
the Health Service. She was
Chief Nursing Officer for
England between 1999 to 2004.

She says: “I became a Christian
as a teenager and wanted to
follow Christ with my whole life.
Rather than having two careers, I
have had one vocation: to follow
Jesus Christ, to know Him, and
to make Him known.”

Certainly, of all the professions,
nursing has one of the strongest
claims to being rooted in the
Gospel. Christian nurses
implicitly witness to Christ in
caring for others.
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2020:  WHO’s Year of
the Nurse
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~ My son is under a doctor's care
and should not take P.E. today.
Please execute him.

~ Please excuse Lisa for being
absent. She was sick and I had her
shot.

~ Dear School: Please ekscuse
John being absent on Jan. 28, 29,
30, 31, 32, and also 33.

~ Please excuse Roland from P.E.
for a few days. Yesterday he fell
out of a tree and misplaced his
hip.

~ John has been absent because
he had two teeth taken out of his
face.

~ Carlos was absent yesterday
because he was playing football.
He was hurt in the growing part

~ Megan could not come to
school today because she has
been bothered by very
close veins.

~ Chris will not be in school cus
he has an acre in his side.

~ Please excuse Ray Friday from
school. He has very loose vowels.

~ Please excuse Tommy for
being absent yesterday. He had
diarrhea and his boots leak.

~ Irving was absent yesterday
because he missed his bust.

~ Please excuse Jimmy for being.
It was his father's fault.

~ I kept Billie home because she
had to go Christmas shopping
because I don't know what size
she wear.

~ Please excuse Jennifer for
missing school yesterday. We
forgot to get the Sunday paper
off the porch, and when we
found it Monday, we thought it
was Sunday.

~ Sally won't be in school a week
from Friday. We have to attend
her funeral.

Fe
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Smile Lines -
Parental Excuses
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Coley Cryptic Crossword

ACROSS
9. He appreciates getting record he deserves without top grade (9)
10/17. Jesus cut short by tennis star in the Rectory (5,8)
11. Mortified to have mashed bananas (7)
12. Where worshippers meet – either Liss or Southampton (2,5)
13. Giant bird sits on a nest to start with (5)
14. Encircles that ancient city after final with noises (9)
16. Film appreciated by the flatulent? (4,4,3,4)
19. Marginalised by a team with stripes (9)
21. Mars copy book (5)
22. A CID car crash taken to heart (7)
23. See 3D (6,7)
24. Tough material – dug backwards (5)
25. In building in Muscat he’d rally the faithful (9)

DOWN
1. Benefits tennis players (10)
2. Flee with head covered on Last Day (8)
3/23. A Enlightened male is without energy in local park (6,7)
4. Get the girl’s purpose in one (4)
5. Irritated by corrosion in cargo movement announced (10)
6. So can he make olive oil zesty enough to please, to start with? (8)
7. Practice in Lent for athletes and abstainers (3,3)
8. America expresses extreme purposes (4)
14. Is this Rushdie doing what he wrote about? (7,3)
15. Lady’s nagging attitude (10)
17. See 10A (4,8)
18. Give graven image a go? (8)
20. Meanwhile, ring bell around ancient city (6)
21. Initially Ben expects love in each friend to find faith (6)
22. Morse for example cracked it (4)
23. EC (4)

Pukka
Plumbing

For burst, blocked pipes,
leaking taps

and repairs to new kitchens,
bathrooms and Guttering.

No VAT on labour.

WATERSAFE
Approved Plumber

07976 968103
Rogate GU31 5BT

Answers on Page 21
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We are not the first population
to be experiencing a global
pandemic and will almost
certainly not be the last.  We
should probably be thankful that
Covid-19 is not as deadly as
some that beset the Roman
empire.  The parallels are very
interesting.

In 165AD Rome was flourishing.
The empire was shared between
two co-rulers, the philosopher-
warriors Marcus Aurelius and
Lucius Verus. Verus was just
returning from what is now Iran
after quelling a renewed
rebellion among the Parthians.
He brought with him massive

spoils of war, including the
treasures of the Parthian
temples. Unknowingly, however,
his troops had picked up another
souvenir in West Asia; they were
carrying a disease which had
already severely impacted East
Asia years before.

What became known as the
‘Antonine Plague’ (also called
the ‘Galen Plague’) pandemic
emerged before 155AD in China
and then spread westwards
along the Silk Road.  It is thought
that Roman soldiers came into
contact with the virus in 165AD
during their siege of Seleucia-on-
Tigris.  As the army marched

back to Rome, the disease
manifested and spread
everywhere they went, first in
Asia Minor, then Greece, and
finally into Italy itself. The
mysterious epidemic spread like
wildfire, particularly through the
densely populated Roman cities
of Italy. Entire village
populations in Italy are said to
have been wiped out too.  The
soldiers of the army lived in tight
quarters and often fought or
trained to exhaustion. They
moved between different units
and travelled all over the empire.

The disease spread rapidly
through the military, absolutely
decimating it. The Romans
controlled the entire
Mediterranean, and as their
trading ships and armies busily
swarmed across it, so did the
disease. For the next two
decades, the Roman Empire was
racked with an outbreak unlike
anything it had seen before. The
disease slowed after 180AD, but
flared up again in 189 before
finally settling down.

At the height of the epidemic,
there were fatalities of up to
2,000 people per day, according
to Roman sources. In total, about
7-10% of the population of the
Roman Empire was killed,
expanding from Spain and Italy
to Greece, Asia Minor, and even
Egypt and North Africa. In dense
urban centres, fatality rates may
have been as high as 25%
according to Dio Cassius. Even
the emperors may not have been
spared. Lucius Verus died in 169
CE, and Marcus Aurelius died in
180 CE. It has been speculated
that both deaths were caused by
the disease.

An Ancient Pandemic

The angel of death striking a door during the plague of Rome: an engraving
by Levasseur after Jules-Elie Delaunay
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So, what was it? Most of our
knowledge of the disease itself
comes from the physician Galen.
We don't know for sure, but
many scholars believe it was an
outbreak of smallpox. Galen
witnessed multiple outbreaks at
first hand. He described
numerous unpleasant
symptoms, including fever,
diarrhoea, and pharyngitis, as
well as a skin eruption,
sometimes dry and sometimes
pustular, appearing on the ninth
day of the illness.

Some historians think that Galen
actually described two different
strains of the smallpox virus in
his notes, which would perhaps
explain how the disease
remained so virulent over a 20-
year period.

The military and economic
impact of the plague was severe.

Marcus Aurelius had to increase
conscription; Rome's army was
fighting wars on every border of

the empire, and it needed
soldiers— lots of them.

Soldiers in the military
were delayed in

getting their
retirements. The
crisis delayed
campaigns and

paved the way for the entry into
the Empire of neighbouring
barbarian tribes and the
recruitment of barbarian troops
into the Roman army. These
events particularly favoured the
cultural and political growth of
these populations. The
agricultural and urban economy
suffered hugely, depleting the
coffers of the State. The
Antonine plague also affected
ancient Roman traditions,
leaving a mark on artistic
expression; a renewal of
spirituality and religiousness was
recorded. The Antonine Plague
may well have created the
conditions for the decline of the
Roman Empire and, afterwards,
for its fall in the West in the fifth
century AD.

Thank heavens we
have the NHS and
that this virus is not
as deadly!

Alan Horgan
Liss Archaeology

        Station Road, Liss, Hampshire, GU33 7AW
        Tel: (01730) 892669 Fax: (01730) 895232
        E-mail: info@liss-businesscentre.co.uk

Looking for Office or Workshop Space?
Liss Business Centre ticks all the boxes……

central
Competitive unit fees
Flexible licence agreements
Central reception and support services
Access to additional meeting rooms
Plenty of free parking
24 hour access

Photocopying, Fax service, Email facilities, secretarial services and conference
facilities at hourly or daily rates.

Liss Business Centre is managed by Enterprise first, a not-for-profit company that’s
been supporting new ventures and existing businesses since 1981.  Whether you’re

a start-up or an expanding SME; we can help your business grow and flourish.

Contact us today    01730 892669     info@liss-businesscentre.co.uk

LBC
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At the time of writing, we are
concluding our fifth week of
lockdown. How has our
perception changed over the
weeks? Well, for one, I’m now
amazed by any depictions of
people gatherings, be it in films
or books etc. This is not what we
can do at present. We have all
continued somehow, muddling
through working  from home and
home learning (or ‘schooling’),
the culmination of our social life
being the weekly shop and the
Thursday evening clap that, at
least in our street, also serves as
a heart-warming opportunity to
get everyone out onto their
driveway and to check in on one
another. We might have enjoyed
many aspects of being at home,
the glorious summer (excuse me,
spring) weather, walks and cycle
rides, gardening, time to connect
with our close family and online
with our friends and families
further away. I have been
grateful for a lot of things.

Most of all, I think our attitude on
life and death has changed. I, for
one, used to see death in our
Western societies as a rarely
occurring event, happening
mostly after a long life or in case
of illness with some preparation
and goodbyes possible, except
for the sudden circumstances of
tragic accidents. Being in the grip
of an incurable, fast-spreading
illness that in each individual
case has its own unpredictable
outcome, and overcomes people
in a matter of a few days, means
understanding that we are, as
humans, still part of the natural
world, embedded in it and very
much at its mercy at times like
this.  We are all hoping and

praying to soon get ‘on top’ of
this virus, but in the past weeks it
has become clearer that the
hopes of overcoming this within
a few months might not be
realistic.

Many people have expressed
their thoughts about what the
‘world after’ should look like.
How might we pick up our lives
again, hopefully incorporating
the lessons we have learnt?
Perhaps taking life more slowly,
appreciating (in real financial
terms) the work of those that are
holding our society together and
making sure our public services
are always well-funded.

The calls for action on climate
change may seem fainter just
now, but the issue is continuing
to burn underneath. As we have
seen with COVID-19, acting too
late and not listening enough to
the warnings science give us, will
have catastrophic consequences.
Climate change being already in
progress, it is also important to
note that there won't be any
‘overcoming of the crisis’ once
the downward spiral has begun,
only constantly adapting to the
new inescapable normal. But it is
also interesting to realise how
never-heard of measures and
changes can be put into place if
the situation requires it.

On Earth Day it is good to
observe where we currently are
and what has changed, a year on
from the first big London climate
protests. Cherry, pear and apple
have blossomed simultaneously
this year, April has been mostly
over 20° C and extremely dry on
most of the days. After 2019

being the 2ⁿ� hottest year on
record (the hottest worldwide
being 2016), this year is set to
continue the trend for ever rising
temperatures. The sky has been
of a deep rare blue, hardly ever
interrupted by aeroplane
emission stripes. In cities the air
quality has reportedly been
much improved and wildlife has
been abundant.

Our nature has taken a rest, and
has given us, the human race, a
‘time out’ to think and reflect.
May we pick up things carefully,
may we create a new, better
‘normal’ to return to. My tip of
the month is simple - be in
nature, be taught by her, listen,
observe, be humble and be
grateful.

Sara Timossi

Tips for May

Springtime blossom in St Mary’s Church
Photo by Alan Horgan
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Plant Sale

Following the Government’s advice
about the Coronavirus – Covid 19
outbreak, we are very sorry and
sad to say that it is more than
likely that the annual plant sale on
the 16 May will not take place on
that day!  However, please check
the website for more information
(Sincere apologies to those who do
not have access to the internet) so that if
we are able to eventually sell plants and I know a lot have been
grown, it will be on the website and we will also put a poster up
in the village.  You are most welcome to email me or phone and I
will keep a record of your requirements and pass your list on to
one of our wonderful band of volunteer growers!

Thank you for your support.

Please contact me, Sue Jordan on 01730 893454 or email:
sueandmikejordan@tiscali.co.uk or visit the website,
www.liss-horticultural-society.co.uk

Caring family practice, new patients always welcome.
Same day appointments usually available

Cosmetic dentistry, including teeth whitening
Denplan registered

Quality dentistry at affordable prices
Heidi Daumler BDS (Lond)

Opening Hours
 Monday and Wednesday              08:30 – 18:00
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday       08:30 – 17:00

Address: 52 Station Road, Liss, Hampshire, GU33 7AA
Tel: 01730 891000                         Email: info@lissdental.co.uk

Liss Area
Historical
Society
With the Current situation, Liss
Area Historical Society will not
be meeting again until
September.
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This amaryllis may have won if the show on 1
April had taken place!



20

The Triangle has now cancelled
all events until at least
July/August. All our customers
have also cancelled their classes
along with the After School Club
and First Steps Nursery.

The Triangle Centre is in need of
financial assistance, as you can
imagine we now have no income
but are trying to keep the
building open for the
community. If you are able to
help us financially in any way we
would be extremely grateful.

We operate a Friends initiative
and forms can be downloaded

from our website (www.liss-
triangle-centre.org.uk) or we
can email you directly
(centremanager@liss-triangle-
centre.org.uk). We have also set
up a ‘show your love’ board in
our reception – you can leave a
donation to add your heart to
our display! For more
information call us on 01730
301000.

We are looking forward to re-
opening as soon as we can and
getting back to providing the
amazing educational and
recreational opportunities to our
community.  We hope you all

stay safe and healthy and that
we see you soon.

Kind regards, Karen Feeney
Centre Manager, 01730 301000

For the latest information on our
Events, Services and Activities
please visit our
website www.liss-triangle-
centre.org.uk or find us on
Facebook

The Triangle is run by Liss
Community Association and
supported by Hampshire County
Council, East Hampshire District
Council and Liss Parish Council.

Registered Charity number
1050032.

Triangle Centre

18 Station Road
Liss, Hants
GU33 7DT

Tel. 01730 894394
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CHRISTIAN GEORGE
GARDEN LANDSCAPES

We offer a complete garden service

Design & Construction
Patios & Paving

Walls & Raised Beds
Turfing
Fencing

Regular or one- off Gardening

Call us for a free quotation on
01420 538510
07954 308556

KEITH BOYDEN
YOUR LOCAL FAST &

FRIENDLY EXPERIENCED

Property Maintenance
General repairs.  Plumbing.

Decorating. Carpentry.
Kitchens and bathrooms fitted

Additional power sockets and alterations.
Security lighting fitted

Customer supplied equipment fitted.

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
NO JOB TOO SMALL

FREE ESTIMATES

TEL:   01420 475719

Thank you to Annie and
Peter Coley for putting
the crossword together

Tel. 01730 894394

U

E
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Lockdown Photos
Photos of what some of St Mary’s congregation have been
up to during the lockdown

Peacocks up on the roof

John and Carlyn’s finished
garden project

Planting a tree during the lockdown

Lockdown rainbow
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Are you a budding photographer, hobbyist or a professional snapper? Then why not
send us your favourite image of Liss with a chance to have it featured on the front of
next month’s magazine!

Photos must be sent by email and must be original good quality jpg/png format.
They must be portrait orientation.

Please send to any of those on the editorial team by 19th of each month at the latest.
(See inside front cover for email details). We look forward to hearing from you!

The
Small
Print
The usual deadline is 19th of
the month
Please send copy by email
c/o lissparish@gmail.com

Opinions expressed by
contributors are not
necessarily endorsed by the
Editors or Clergy.
Anonymous articles will not
necessarily be published.
Contributors are responsible
for the accuracy of their
copy. We ask you to support
our advertisers but cannot
endorse their products or
services.

This is your magazine and
we would love to include
your news, views and
reflections, so give it some
thought and get in touch
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Peter Power
Qualified Electrician

All Domestic/Commercial Electrical
Work & Testing to Latest IEE. &

British Standards

NICEIC
Domestic Installer

City & Guilds (17th Edition) City & Guilds
Testing & Inspection (Course 2391)

Tel: 01730 892212
Mobiles: 07812 937114

or 07515 644941

Chapplins of Liss
The Local Village Estate Agent

�    Buying
�    Selling
�    Letting
�    Renting

Contact Chapplins for a
free no obligation valuation

Today!

01730 774200
Visit us at Chapplins.co.uk

or find us
on Facebook and Twitter,

just search Chapplins of Liss

01730 895372
www.jointaction.co.uk

Joint Action
Mobile Chartered

Physiotherapist

Treatment in your own Home

Kathy Justice Dip.CFHP,MPSPract

Foot Health Practitioner
Established since 2006

Nail cutting-corns-callus-fungal
nails etc. Foot & lower leg massage

Liss 01730 895663
Mobile: 07795 670962

Liss Life in May
has unfortunately

had to be
cancelled due to

Coronavirus

NEW
ARRANGEMENTS

Please see Page 2 for
new arrangements

during the
Coronavirus

outbreak


