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NEW ARRANGEMENTS
To protect both customers and volunteers
during the coronavirus outbreak, the
following arrangements will be in place from
1 April 2020. Please note, there will be no
distribution point at the Triangle for the
time being.
Food bags will be delivered direct to your
doorstep midweek. To be sure of a delivery,
customers are asked to ring 01730 300659 or
01730 300921 by Sunday 9pm at the latest.
Emergency bags may be available at other
times but only to first time customers, as it
is unlikely we will have the resources to pack
and deliver throughout the week.
We have a new Facebook page. Please
check it out for updates.
We hope you and your families will stay well
in this current crisis.
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Soon after reading this , we'll know the
result of the American election (we
hope!). The exchanges in the first
presidential debate made us realise, if
we didn't already know, the state of
politics and society in America. It is little
better here with our own government
prepared to break international law and
its own agreement over Brexit
negotiations.
Truth is, there is no truth anymore in our 'post modern' world with its emphasis
on the individual. Truth has been reduced to 'what feels right for me' as if I lived
on my own island where I am king. Today we live in the age of Post Truth, Fake
News and Disinformation. And coming at a time of a global public health crisis,
was there ever a time when truth was needed more? This lack of truth in the
public domain has led to growing cynicism, apathy and fear and allowed this
world to slide into a state of increasing totalitarianism. China, Turkey, Brazil,
America, Belarus, Russia, India, …. all the major powers are moving in this
direction. Two of the most monstrous regimes in human history came to
power in the 20th century based on the despoiling of truth.
The philosopher Hannah Arendt has expressed the danger of this slide:- 'The
ideal subject of totalitarian rule is not the convinced Nazi or Communist, but
people for whom the distinction between fact and fiction (ie. the reality of
experience), and the distinction between true and false (ie. the standards of
thought) no longer exist'. Where truth fails so does trust - we know this from
our own relationships, but it is also true of communities and nations.
What has led us to this sad state of affairs? Many things I'm sure. Firstly, social
media has had a major role, making all manner of falsehood possible on a large
scale. Platforms are offered unchallenged to anyone who can catch the media
eye, no matter how ignorant, false or uninformed those views may be. People
are only too glad to have their individual views and beliefs confirmed, no matter
how whacky or extreme they may be! Secondly, the world of instant news and
the pressure of time in relaying stories means that many of the channels for
discerning the integrity of reports have gone. Former Guardian editor, Alan
Rusbridger, recalls that when he started in journalism in the 1970's his work
passed through the hands of at least 19 people before arriving in the reader's
home. Now, anyone can publish something immediately on their smartphone
and be picked up around the world. Thirdly, I believe the large scale rejection of
the Christian narrative in our country has inevitably left a vacuum for 'other
gods' to take their place - false gods.
This normalisation of lying presents a profound moral danger to the life of any
society. The ninth commandment 'You shall not bear false witness' is
fundamental to shared trust in any society. As Christians we seek to follow
Jesus who says of himself - 'I am the way the truth and the life. No one comes to
the Father except through me.' At his trial in front of Pontius Pilate he says,
'The reason I was born and came into the world is to testify to the truth.
Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.' To which Pilate, in a rather world
weary way replies 'What is truth?'.
I am inspired by the words of Jesus to his followers 'You will know the truth and
the truth will set you free'. Jesus promised his followers the Holy Spirit who
would lead us into all truth. God is with us as we go on doing the hard work of
searching and researching for truth. It is the way of understanding and
freedom.
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From Rev Peter Coley
St Mary’s Church after a
foggy start to the day.
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Keep safe, keep searching and keep free. Peter Coley
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Our Church

Lockdown Part 2!
Harvest
Flowers
Please note that the
government has
suspended all church
services from 5
November. There will be
no church services until
such time as the
restrictions are lifted –
hopefully, before
Christmas.

The church will remain open
daily (9.30am to 5pm) for those
who wish to come in for private
prayer or simply want a space to
be quiet and reflect. In addition,
funerals can still take place. This
news was received after much of
the magazine has been
completed, so please ignore any
references to church services
during this time.
However, We will continue our
practice since March of

broadcasting a short service live
at 10.15 every Sunday
beginning Sunday 8 November
with a service on Remembrance
Sunday – particularly helpful
given the fact we can’t meet
together in the village. You can
follow this from the St Mary’s
Facebook page. There is also a
link on our website:
lissparishchurch.org.uk. Don’t
worry if you can’t join us live, all
these services will remain
accessible on the Facebook site.
In addition, Morning Prayer is
said live every morning at 9am
Wednesday to Saturday - again,
via Facebook.

Our Harvest Festival, however,
was the first time in a year that
we have decorated the whole
church with flowers. Autumn
colours and plenty of sunflowers
added to the joy of our largest
service since lockdown, which
included input from all ages.

While we are not envisaging the
problems encountered in March,
if you need help of any kind,
please do contact us. If we can’t
help, we might be able to put you
in touch with those who can. We
are living through difficult times
and our prayers are with you all.

C. C. FISHER
GENERAL BUILDING &
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Kitchen & Bathroom Installations
Extensions • Brickwork • Repointing
Carpentry • Plastering • Roofing • Guttering
Floor & Wall Tiling • Concreting
Drains • Patios • Fencing
“CUSTOMER SATISFACTION GUARANTEED”

LOYAL RECOMMENDATIONS
ON REQUEST
FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
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We are always grateful to those
who decorate our church porch
and chancel with flowers weekin, week-out.

To
advertise
here
Please ring
892552

They were gutted when the first lockdown meant they had to cancel
their April wedding, but Nic and Laura decided to postpone to the
end of November… just in time for lockdown number two! On the
Sunday before lockdown Laura emailed me to ask if they could be
married on Tuesday - two days’ time! The banns had been read and
the church was free so everything was arranged in just 48 hours! 180
were invited to the first wedding, but the government had limited
weddings to just 15. This didn’t stop this couple who are clearly in
love from stepping into this new lockdown as husband and wife, and
I wish them a long and happy marriage. Rev Chris

CHRISTIAN GEORGE
GARDEN LANDSCAPES

We offer a complete garden service
Design & Construction
Patios & Paving
Walls & Raised Beds
Turfing
Fencing
Regular or one- off Gardening
Call us for a free quotation on

01420 538510
07954 308556

Our Church

Get me to the Church
on Time!

We can't have congregational
singing for the time being, but
we have been treated to a song
or two by our scratch choirs
each week.

ROBERT MOODIE
Master upholsterer
Since 1973

Is your sofa or perhaps your favourite chair
in need of a little loving care?
Don’t push it aside or take to the ‘tip’
Just give us a ring and we’ll mend it.
Loose covers or fitted, or down to the frame.
We will restore it, elaborate or plain
Fabrics and braids for us to enhance
Our craftsmanship’s shown if given the chance.
Specialists in re-upholstery & loose covers

The Old Milking Parlour,
Mellow Farm
Dockenfield.
01428 712886
hello@arfordupholstery.co.uk
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Our Church
Over the years we have all
become accustomed to Black
Friday and Cyber Monday, but
how many have heard of Giving
Tuesday? Giving Tuesday was
established in the US by Henry
Timms in 2012 as a corollary to
these fixtures of the retail
calendar to encourage people to
think about giving, and is
supported in the UK by the
Charities Aid Foundation.

one we will begin to address with
the TRIO (The Responsibility Is
Ours) initiative next Spring. We
Missions Aviation Fellowship
will grow our relationships with
(MAF)
our chosen causes, following
maf-uk.org
their fortunes and welcoming
For 75 years, MAF has been flying light
representatives into church over aircraft over jungles,
mountains,
the year to talk to us.

In the meantime, you might like
to look in more detail at the
charities we have chosen and
make a donation to one or more
Last year, £14.2 million pounds
of them on Giving Tuesday,
were raised for a wide range of
which this year is on 1
causes. You can read more here December. You will find a brief
https://www.givingtuesday.org.uk/ pen-picture of each charity
below as well as links to their
websites.
This year, St Mary’s has
committed to re-invigorate and
Because of the myriad ways in
give more structure to its own
which we can each give we will
giving and has decided to
never know, collectively, how
support the following charities:
● Our local Crossover youth work much we chose to give, so we
would like to take this
● A Rocha UK
● Christians Against Poverty (CAP) opportunity to thank you for
● the Joint Council for the Welfare reading this far, and for
whatever you give, the recipient
of Immigrants
charities will be truly thankful.
● Mission Aviation Fellowship
St Mary’s Missions Committee
Over the next three years, and
October 2020
possibly beyond, we will give
away a proportion of our own
income, starting with 5% this
year and growing to 10% per
annum over the next few years.
Affording this will be a challenge,
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swamps
and
deserts.

It enables more than 2,000 aid,
development and mission organisations
to bring medical care, emergency relief,
long-term development and Christian
hope to thousands of communities.
Every four minutes an MAF plane is
taking off or landing somewhere in the
world to help eliminate the barriers to
physical and spiritual transformation.
Enabling partners is at the core of what
it does and you can help make it
possible.
Throughout Lockdown MAF has worked
closely with the authorities in each
country, obeying the rules, and
maintaining good relationships, so that
we were able to resume flying as soon as
possible. MAF has been flying
Coronavirus testing kits and other
medical supplies , as well as much
needed food supplies to communities
that were unable to travel, because of
the virus health safety measures.
Your support for MAF with gifts of
prayer and financial help, will allow us to
continue our vital work, bringing the
Word of God, Christian love, and
physical care, to remote communities.

The gospel is good news
for the whole of
creation, as well as
for human
beings. So, A Rocha
UK equips the
Church to
s for God’s earth. They
demonstrate this good new
churches reflect the full
operate Eco-Church to help
gregational life, and to
scope of the gospel in their con
in that.
nt
me
acknowledge their achieve
ha UK provides ideas,
Through Eco-Church, A Roc
t for churches who put
por
resources, speakers and sup
heart of mission. We
caring for God’s earth at the
er to be inspired by stores,
connect churches with each oth
h other.
share ideas and encourage eac
al action as well as pious
The gospel is also about practic
churches and
s
thought. So, A Rocha UK help
l conservation
loca
nt
elle
communities deliver exc
projects.
initiatives led by a single
These may range from small
e-scale ‘Partners in Action’
individual in a church, to larg
projects (PIAs).
PIAs working for the
A Rocha UK supports several
the natural world. Examples
protection and restoration of
set, river valley
Dor
in
include land management
ucation at a youth
-ed
Eco
,
hire
bys
management in Der
ement in west London.
camp and country park manag

Christians Against Poverty
(CAP) works through churches
in local areas to provide debt
counselling, job clubs, life skills
and help breaking free from
addiction that is wrecking the
lives of sufferers and their
families, whether that be to
alcohol, drugs, gambling or the
internet.

Our Church

Christians Against Poverty
capuk.org

ARocha UK
arocha.org.uk

CAP is a service, or group of services, provided
by Christians
to those in need, whether or not they are Chris
tian. CAP
offers the opportunity to those it helps to learn
more about
Jesus, but is very clear to them and to us, that
it makes no
difference to the love, care and attention peop
le receive
whether they take up that opportunity or not.
Our nearest
centre is in Alton.
In 2018, 125 people met self-set goals in the Fresh
Start
programme, and 1,700 attended Job Clubs and
663 people
found work. Debt Centres helped 24,00 peop
le, 2,575 of
whom became debt free. All of these successes
were won
through “serious, highly professional, deeply
committed”
people supported by CAP, to quote their Patro
n, Archbishop
Justin Welby.
This is a charity driven by Christian mission, makin
ga
difference through the practical application of
God’s love,
actively supported by our friends in St Mary’s.

lfare of Immigrants
Joint Council for the We
jcwi.org.uk
We want to live in a country
in which immigration law
and policy are based on
sound evidence, promote
the rule of law and are
underpinned by respect for
human rights and human
dignity. In which no
individual or family is made
s the denial of fundamental
vulnerable or destitute or face
.
igration law or its application
human rights as a result of imm

on
in which the benefits of migrati
We want to live in a country
non
or
t
ran
mig
,
h no community
are celebrated and shared, wit
rse
dive
ch
ntry in whi
migrant, left behind. And a cou
and stable communities. In
e
esiv
coh
also
are
es
niti
commu
not rely on or fuel fear,
do
on
which the politics of migrati
division and animosity.
punch above our weight. We
We are a small charity but we
ter Britain by:
bet
a
work toward this vision of
and
practices that restrict rights
and
s
law
● Challenging unjust
lead to discrimination;
the
migration and fighting against
● Influencing the debate on
politics of hate and fear;
,
ividuals & families with reliable
● Supporting vulnerable ind
high-quality legal advice;
g
ice elsewhere through trainin
● improving the quality of adv
and capacity building;
gressive movements at the
● Building and supporting pro
al level.
grassroots and at the nation

Crossover
crossoverliss.org.uk

Crossover is the
trading name of Liss
Youth Centre – a
charity that was set
up in May 2006 by a
team of Liss
residents, working
with the local Churches and the Paris
h Council. Crossover was
created as there were many young peop
le in the village with
nothing to do and they were known to
be causing some issues
in the village, and crime and anti-socia
l behaviour committed
by young people was known to be high
. The Crossover team
set out to make a change for the bett
er. Crossover is not a
religious or political organization.
Crossover has grown over the last 15
years and, in normal
times, is open six times a week with
sessions split into
different age groups. There is alwa
ys a warm supportive
atmosphere and young people bring
their worries and their
triumphs to Crossover and they are help
ed and/or praised as
appropriate. In situations where the
young person requires
assistance that Crossover cannot prov
ide, they are signposted
to another organisation who can help
.
During Covid, the team are doing outr
each work into the
village and continuing to support part
icularly vulnerable
youngsters in the building as restrictio
ns allow.
Crossover is proud of what it achieves
, and has proved to be a
very valuable part of the local commun
ity.
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Having a Go
Robin has spent most of his
working life in Sales and
Administration. 'I like working and the income it brings! And I
like living out my faith in the
world and the church. The two
most important events of my life
have been becoming a Christian
and meeting my wife, Sue.'
'Growing up in Kent, I only went
to church on high days and
holidays as my parents were
nominal Christians. They did
want me to be confirmed and I
obliged, though it didn't mean
anything to me. You make these
amazing promises - 'I renounce
Robin Coulson is a familiar
evil' - and you have no idea what
presence in St Mary's, usually
seen doing something practical. they mean. The local church had
a huge youth group of about 50
'I think we all need to turn up
with a broom at times! There are and I went along. They had
serious talks but I'd no idea what
jobs to be done. Over my years
in churches I've done practically they were on about but I listened
and went round to friends'
everything - except preside at
communion! I'm fairly agnostic, homes afterwards for coffee and
denominationally speaking, and to listen to music. The most
fascinating thing for me was
Sue and I have worshipped in
prayer - these people closing
various churches - Anglican,
their eyes and talking - so weird!
Methodist, Charismatic. I've
experienced God in various ways I wondered what was going on.
in all of them. If we focus on our They were obviously talking to
somebody, and I picked up on
differences, we won't get
anywhere. What I love about St the fact that it seemed to be a
Mary's is the variety - traditional relationship with God, which I
obviously didn't have. It was a
Holy Communion, All-age
bit like sitting with the blind
services, Iona, Evensong and
down and the sun is shining
Exalt.'
outside and I wanted the blind
up. One evening, during the
Prior to moving to Liss in 2014,
prayer time, I prayed, "Lord, I
Robin and his wife, Sue
want this relationship with you,
worshipped at St Mary's,
but I don't know what it is.'
Bramshott and the Church
Looking back it was as if I
Centre. Living in Liss they
stepped through a gate and
continued travelling to Liphook
but decided it made more sense closed it behind me. I didn't
really know what was going on, I
to worship locally. He is now a
sidesperson, helps on the Sound didn't have big vision but from
that moment I found myself proTeam, hopes to help Exalt restart and has just joined the PCC. active about finding out what
following Christ meant, trying to

read the Bible and pray. I've
always worked out of ignorance
and God has taught me a great
deal. It was good to be part of a
youth fellowship where we
rubbed off each other.'
'My natural inclination is to learn
things and I learned a lot about
God. I started taking on a
leadership role in the youth
group and learned loads of stuff
by doing it; we were very much a
'Try it!' church. It certainly helps
you process your faith. Around
this time some of my friends
returned from university and I
noticed they were changed; they
had had a new deeper
experience of God's love and
power in the churches they had
been in. I realised there was
more to explore about faith,
more to experience of God than
head knowledge. We were
spurred on to listen to God,
believing that He speaks and
acts now in our lives. And he
certainly did. '

Different labels or
theological
difference don't
bother me. I
concentrate on the
things we agree
on.
'When I moved to Bristol with
work, I met Sue. If I'm someone
who goes with the flow, she is
my rock! In Bristol we had our
two children, Sam and Jessica.
After Bristol, we moved to

pretending I'm going to tidy my
shed!'

Robin's
enthusiasm is
infectious and his
enquiring mind is
unlikely to run out
of projects where
he can 'have a go'!

'I like making things. Watching
'Wolf Hall' I saw a lovely satchel
and decided I'd like to make one.
I'd never worked in leather
before and didn't sew, but
decided to have a go, using the
tools I have. I found a leather
armchair on Freecycle and a
couple of leather belts at the
charity shop for materials and
made myself one. It's the
people use materials to disturb
process of making that I enjoy. '
the space around them. I'm not
'When I left school, I discovered I particularly interested in
figurative stuff, but rather in
loved art and the humanities,
plays and music. I used to go up abstract and land art. I like to
have a go, but use easy to use
to London monthly to the art
galleries. A few years ago I took materials - aerated concrete
blocks, steel wire, things lying
a week off to go round Open
Studios in Hampshire. That was around. The most interesting art
enthralling; you see everything, is something that startles you,
With work and church
makes you think. In the holiday I
involvement, has Robin any time from abstract corporate
sculpture by professional artists went to the Sculpture Park in
for other interests?
Surrey and the Tate Modern.'
in their studios, to paintings by
'Oh yes! I've a lot of hobbies,
old ladies in their living rooms. I
some short-lived! I own a set of
Robin's enthusiasm is infectious
visited parts of Hampshire I'd
golf clubs, a bicycle, a set of
and his enquiring mind is unlikely
never seen before!'
wood carving tools, a set of
to run out of projects where he
stone carving tools. I read, listen
can 'have a go'!
'Sculpture particularly interests
to music, love sport but don't
Eleanor Childs
me. I'm fascinated to see how
play. One of my hobbies is

KEITH BOYDEN

Registered charity 290874

Helping you
find the
information and
services
you need
Your local agent is:
Bill Briggs
Tel: 01730 892297
woolmerlodge@yahoo.co.uk
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Tadley where we worshipped in
a Methodist church, which was a
change of culture. I expected it
to be a hotbed of non-conformist
Wesleyism, but in fact it was very
traditional and conformist.
Different labels or theological
difference don't bother me. I
concentrate on the things we
agree on. Otherwise there will be
arguments about nothing. From
there, we moved to Alton and we
joined the Free Evangelical
Church - again very different, but
we experienced God in fresh new
ways there. LatterIy I tried to
get more liturgy into the
services. I love liturgy for it's full
of Scripture. The Collect of the
Day is wonderful and the
introductory prayer for
communion is amazing.'

YOUR LOCAL FAST &
FRIENDLY EXPERIENCED

Property Maintenance
Clean efficient
reliable service
Certificates Issued
Fully insured

ICS

General repairs. Plumbing.
Decorating. Carpentry.
Kitchens and bathrooms fitted
Additional power sockets and alterations.
Security lighting fitted
Customer supplied equipment fitted.
ALL WORK GUARANTEED
NO JOB TOO SMALL
FREE ESTIMATES

TEL: 01420 475719

REGISTERED MEMBER
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How good is your
memory?
(Luke 22, 19). God promises to
remember his people and in
return they are urged to
remember what God had done
and never to forget his saving
love and grace.
My car details are now written
down, ready when needed, and I
In the past whenever I checked in
to an hotel and was asked
'What’s your car registration?' I
never could remember.
Memory is a funny thing. Some
people can remember family and
friends’ birthdays; some can
recall past events in great detail;
and others can put people’s
names and faces together
without hesitation.
For as long as I can remember,
November has been the month
for remembering. All Saints
Feast Day, then all souls Day, are
followed in quick succession by
Guy Fawkes and Remembrance
Sunday and we remember not to
forget.
Throughout the books of the
Bible the word ‘Remember’ runs
like a golden thread, binding
together the amazing acts of
God with his people. God
promised Noah that in the
rainbow, 'I will remember my
covenant between me and you
and all living creatures.' (Genesis
9,15). God declares that, 'I will
forgive their wickedness and will
remember their sins no more.'
(Jeremiah 31,34). Jesus shares
bread at the Last Supper, saying,
'This is my body given for you; do
this in remembrance of me.'
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don’t mind if I can’t remember
them. To remember what God
has done and goes on doing is a
much more important thing and
something that we can do every
day, week and month of the
year.
Carol Richards

Features

help people call out to God and a
virtual HOPE prayer wall where
anyone can post a prayer.
There’s also a meditation on rest
to watch, plus content to help
visitors think about their life’s
direction and pray for justice or
peace. We hope churches will
add a link from their website to
this new resource.

K.M. Wilson
HOPE Spaces was launched at
the start of 2020, inviting
churches to use a public place as
a space for the spiritually curious
to explore prayer. Then the
world went into lockdown.
Undeterred, HOPE has
developed a virtual HOPE Space
at hopespaces.com to help
people to pray – maybe for the
first time.
Dr Rachel Jordan-Wolf, who
inspired the project says, “As
lockdown began and research
showed that many nonChristians were exploring prayer,
we looked online and found that
most websites about prayer
were for practising Christians. So
we began to develop a virtual
HOPE Space online, where
people can post their prayers
and explore ways to engage with
God in prayer.”

MSSCh MBChA
HPC registered

Visiting
Chiropodist
Petersfield 268722
29 Madeline Road
Petersfield

18 Station Road
Liss, Hants
GU33 7DT
Tel. 01730 894394

To advertise
here, please
ring
892552

Piano Lessons for returners
to piano, or starters

Age 18-80+….. it’s never too late to start!
hopespaces.com is a
Very experienced teacher, in Liss
multimedia, interactive site for
Flexible times, friendly, relaxed
anyone who wants to try
No pressure to take exams (unless requested).
praying, the spiritually curious
I have two pianos so social distance can be maintained
and anyone looking for hope. It
and piano keys cleaned.
includes a specially-made film to Telephone Janice Smith for a chat on 01730 894232 or 07796 536640
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A Time to
Remember
In the church, we call this the
Season of Remembrance: this
includes All Saints Day, All Souls
Day and then Remembrance.
On All Saints Day (1 Nov) we
remind ourselves of all the great
saints who provide examples of
faithful Christian living. These
include biblical figures but go
right up to the present day. We
are reminded that every follower
of Jesus is a saint and, therefore,
part of this glorious body of
people, past, present and future,
who follow God.
All Souls (2 Nov) is the time we
remember our loved ones who
have died and give thanks for
their lives. At St Mary’s, we held
two services entitled ‘A Time to
Remember’. These were quiet,
reflective services simply
providing some space to
remember and give thanks. The
most poignant part is the
moment when people come and
light a candle, placing it in a large
cross. We then turn off the lights
and sit in silence in the light of
the candles alone. It is very
moving. This year we were not
able to sing, but we did have the
benefit of some very capable
musicians whose music
complemented the occasion.

support difficult and family
members, who probably wanted
nothing more than a big hug
were deprived of this benefit.
Although social distancing
remained in place, these services
offered an opportunity to sit and
reflect in the context of a church
building, which was helpful for
many.
Sunday 8 November is
Remembrance Sunday. As you
know, this is a time when we
particularly remember those
who have fought and died in
conflict. Plans for a church
service and a small gathering at
the village war memorial have
been ended due to the new
lockdown, however, we will be
broadcasting a Remembrance
service at 10.25am via the St
Mary’s Facebook page. Please
join us.

On All Saints Day we take
strength and encouragement
from the example all who have
gone before but we are also
reminded of the supreme
example of Jesus and I leave you
with this encouragement from
the book of Hebrews: Therefore,
since we are surrounded by such a
great cloud of witnesses, let us
throw off everything that hinders
and the sin that so easily
It has been very tough for
entangles. And let us run with
relatives and friends of the
perseverance the race marked out
deceased during this pandemic
for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the
particularly as the number of
mourners have been restricted to pioneer and perfecter of faith.
as few as 9 and also churches
were closed. The need for social Rev Chris
distancing also made meaningful
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St Mary's Church
now accepts
donations online
at:
https://givealittle.co/campaig
ns/19dbc55b-fe9e-4f19-822da4678d27edb6
We know that these are
financially tough times for
many. For those who can
give, we are very grateful.
Your donations are a crucial
part of enabling the work of
St Mary's Church: to make
the light, life, and love of God
known in our world.
Please remember to gift aid
your donation if you are a UK
taxpayer, as that will allow us
to claim an extra 25p on every
£1 that you give.

The Church will emerge
“renewed and changed” from
the crisis of the global
coronavirus pandemic, the
Archbishops of Canterbury and
York have said, in a recent
address to General Synod.

Archbishop Justin Welby
acknowledged the multiple
challenges and crises we are
facing including hunger,
poverty, domestic violence and
climate change. He said
churches have played a vital
role serving their communities
and bringing hope through the
gospel. But the Church itself
will, he said, emerge changed.

has continued to pray and to
offer worship through our Lord
Jesus Christ, even if in new and
unusual ways.'
Archbishop Stephen Cottrell
spoke with emotion about the
impact of pandemic. 'I hate this
Coronavirus,' he said. 'I hate it
not only because so many
people have died, but because
so many people have died
alone, unable to hold the hand
of their beloved.

I hate it because our health
service has been stretched to
the limit. I hate it because so
many are bereaved and could
not even sit next to a family
member at a funeral. I hate it
because weddings and
baptisms and ordinations have
been postponed or have gone
ahead without the parties that
were meant to be with them. I
hate it because children’s
'We do not know what kind of
schooling has been disrupted. I
Church of England will emerge hate it because so many people
from this time except that it will are so ill, so many crying out in
be different,' he said. 'Out of
pain, so many isolated, lonely,
these times we will see renewal fearful, depressed. I hate it
- not because we are clever but
because God is faithful. We will
see a renewed and changed
Church emerging from the
shocks of lockdown. It is a
Church that at the most local
has fed so many, been in touch
with the isolated through the
heroic efforts of all who take
part in it. It is a Church which

Features

‘Renewal’ for Church is
coming despite ‘trauma’ of
pandemic – Archbishops
because behind locked doors
terrible things have happened. I
hate it because the poor and
the disadvantaged have been
hit the hardest. I hate it because
it has left so many people
across the world feeling
hopeless as if life itself has been
taken from us.'
But he said he was also thankful
for the faithfulness of all who
have served others during the
crisis and risen to the challenge.
He added: 'I am thankful that
despite all the horrors of a
Covid world we are learning a
new commitment to Christ and
how to be a humbler,
simpler, church and we are
putting Christ at the centre of
our lives and learning very,
very, very painfully what it
really means to be a church that
is dependent on Christ alone.
And I am filled with longing: I
long for us to be a more Christcentred and Jesus-shaped
church, witnessing to Christ and
bringing the healing balm of the
Gospel to our nation, for this is
our vocation.'
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Manifesto for a Moral
Revolution
Jacqueline Novogratz
runs a venture
capitalist firm that
invests in companies
that improve the lives
of the poor. Financial
return is seen as a
means to the higher
end of helping people
out of poverty, rather
than the other way
around. Her book is a
mixture of autobiography, self-help,
stories of the
companies and people
she has invested in, and insights into the problems
and limits of our economic system.

Amongst her investment anecdotes, my personal
favourite was a toilet company that began in a slum
in Kenya. Sanitation there was inadequate: local
residents resorted to relieving themselves in a paper
bag and throwing the bundle on a nearby rooftop.
When the rains came, the mud in the streets became
an “awful mixture”. I’ve never been able to imagine a
solution to this problem without big public spending
on infrastructure – water mains, sewers, treatment
plants, and the like. But Novogratz’ invested in
“Fresh Life”, who came up with an ingenious
business franchise: blocks of toilets owned and
managed by local people for local people, with daily
collections of waste sent for processing into
“humanure” to be sold to organic farms!

Novogratz’ refrain is “moral imagination” – standing
with the poor to find new priorities and solutions.
She is refreshingly free of ideology – neither for nor
Reading her book I felt humbled; she is twenty years against state intervention, rather backing any
intervention that works. She recounts some of her
older than me, but she made me feel old. She is full
of youthful hope and enthusiasm, and yet her stories early misguided philanthropic efforts as lacking any
real effort to listen or get to know the intended
are peppered with some severe setbacks and dark
beneficiaries, and failing as a result. She points out
encounters. Her opening story is about a microfinance operation she co-founded in Rwanda, which that for-profit social enterprises tend to avoid this
trap because, like all businesses, they have to listen
suffered tragedy when her fellow co-founder was
to their customers.
assassinated. She later recounts how some of her
colleagues who she knew well and trusted become
Novogratz is clearly influenced by her Catholic
perpetrators in the Rwandan genocides. Despite
acknowledging very harsh realities, the book has no background, and says as much. Her extraordinary
commitment to moral duty and honesty seem in
whiff of cynicism or despair. She promotes a
fundamentally consequentialist view of morality – a need of a foundation beyond herself. But she no
longer identifies as a Christian, writing: “I worked
focus on serving others in ways that improve their
alongside people in Muslim and Hindu and other
lives, and where personal virtues are employed to
religious communities and want to understand more
this end. I find this refreshing – it’s a practical and
outward looking approach, that avoids getting mired about them. Aren’t their “essential truths” the same
as ours?...I could no longer embrace the idea that my
in blame or shame.
truths were of a higher or even separate order from
those of people practicing other religions”. She cites
This would be a good book for anyone with high
the exclusion of women from the Catholic church
ambitions in entrepreneurship or investment. For
hierarchy, and the exclusion of others from the
those with more ordinary working lives, and less
Church community, as additional reasons. Stripped
choice about where to work, it might not be so
of religious foundation, I find Novogratz moral
relevant. Much of Novogratz’ advice and reasoning
courage and self-sacrifice hard to relate to – she is a
assumes a high degree of freedom and sociobetter person than I am - as without the hope of a
economic power. She has less to say to teachers or
health care assistants (though she does write about powerful God who is putting things right, I would
setting up and financing schools and a health visitor find it hard to maintain the sort of hope and energy
she has.
business).
Review by David Harvey
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Liss Horticultural
Society
At the time of going to press and as we seek to
follow government guidelines, it seems that,
regrettably, it is most unlikely that we will be able
to resume our usual Horticultural meetings in the
near future. Please keep an eye on the website for
more information.
For further information please contact Sue Jordan
01730 893454 or email
sueandmikejordan@tiscali.co.uk
New members are always welcome, annual
membership is only £5 per household. More
information is available from the secretary, Sue
Jordan 01730 893454 or visit the website:
www.liss-horticultural-society.co.uk

LBC

Station Road, Liss, Hampshire, GU33 7AW
Tel: (01730) 892669 Fax: (01730) 895232
E-mail: info@liss-businesscentre.co.uk

Looking for Office or Workshop Space?
Liss Business Centre ticks all the boxes……
central
Competitive unit fees
Flexible licence agreements
Central reception and support services
Access to additional meeting rooms
Plenty of free parking
24 hour access
Photocopying, Fax service, Email facilities, secretarial services and conference
facilities at hourly or daily rates.
Liss Business Centre is managed by Enterprise first, a not-for-profit company that’s
been supporting new ventures and existing businesses since 1981. Whether you’re
a start-up or an expanding SME; we can help your business grow and flourish.

Contact us today

01730 892669

info@liss-businesscentre.co.uk
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Music to Delight
We've had lots of lovely
feedback - people were moved
and really happy with the music.
We need music especially in
difficult times. It has the ability
to meet people in their
emotional needs and to warm
and cheer them. In music there
are all the emotions and
understanding of life.'
The SouthDowns Camerata is
the brainchild of Bridget Hughes
and Sara has led the orchestra of
local musicians since its
inception 9 years ago.

It was a great delight for music
-lovers to attend a concert given
by the SouthDowns Camerata in
St Mary's on 17th October.
Among the items enjoyed by the
audience were Mozart’s
Divertimento in F, Handel’s
Concerto Grosso op.6 no.2,
Elgar’s String Serenade and
Bach’s Violin Concerto in E
major.
'It was such a joyous experience
for us,' says Sara Deborah
Timossi, the leader and director
of the orchestra. ' None of us has
played together for half a year at
least but we got together in
September to rehearse for a
concert. If it didn't happen, at
least we'd have a nice time
playing together! In Covid times
there is a lot more preparation
needed - risk assessments,
booking forms, track and trace
and live streaming. Within a day
all the seats were booked so we
decided to go for a second
performance a little later in the
day.'

16

'Everyone was really
enthusiastic. We had a good
shared understanding of the
music and it felt very special for
us to perform again. Playing is
one thing, but performing is
another. Having the audience
there really carries you. It's not
the same playing to a screen!

'We started off with family
concerts, always including an
item that involved children
performing. After a year, we
decided we could give a whole
festival of concerts - the Spirit of
Music Festival. Usually we offer a
mix of family concerts and
different styles: classical, singersongwriters, Flight Bridgade,

may have to dismantle and go
into other professions. This
country has developed such a
culture of musical riches over the
years and has been a great place
for freelance careers, which are
much easier to establish here
than in other countries. All this
is under threat now, not just
from Covid, but also from Brexit.
Although British orchestras and
bands have a huge reputation, a
lot of concerts and organisations
abroad have pulled out, due to
the difficulties of touring, visas
etc. We need our audiences to
stand up to support the arts and

make our politicians realise how
important they are to our lives.’
All of which makes us realise
how very privileged we are to
have such a group as
SouthDowns Camerata
performing locally.

Our Village

jazz, Hungarian gypsy music
with ZRI, youth ensembles and a
concert with a choir, usually
Petersfield choir. Plus a selection
of workshops. Normally we hold
it in the Spring, but last year we
decided to branch out and have
some concerts in the Autumn
too. We're a very democratic
group; we work out the musical
ideas together and everyone
takes responsibility, as we don't
have a conductor. I lead from the
violin. It feels like chamber music
as we've grown together over
the years.'

(The concert is still available to
view on the Spirit of Music
Festival Facebook site.)
Eleanor Childs

The concert raised £876 so far
for the charity Help Musicians
UK, which supports musicians
through difficult times.
'Covid times have been really
difficult for many musicians,'
says Sara. 'Some teach alongside
performing, but those who
concentrate solely on
performing have had no income
since March, and the next 6
months looks bleak. The whole
workforce is under threat and

Pukka
Plumbing
Caring family practice, new patients always welcome.
Same day appointments usually available
Cosmetic dentistry, including teeth whitening
Denplan registered
Quality dentistry at affordable prices
Heidi Daumler BDS (Lond)
Opening Hours
Monday and Wednesday
08:30 – 18:00
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
08:30 – 17:00
Address: 52 Station Road, Liss, Hampshire, GU33 7AA
Tel: 01730 891000
Email: info@lissdental.co.uk

For burst, blocked pipes,
leaking taps
and repairs to new kitchens,
bathrooms and Guttering.
No VAT on labour.

WATERSAFE
Approved Plumber

07976 968103
Rogate GU31 5BT
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Triangle Centre
With the ongoing restrictions our bookings diary is
obviously looking quite empty which means our income
is down. On the positive side, we do have First Steps
and our own After School Club running on a daily basis
along with several pilates and yoga classes. We have
been lucky to have received grants from East
Hampshire District Council, The National Lottery Fund,
Tesco, Waitrose and District Councillor Russell
Oppenheimer. We also received very generous
donations from the local community via our Go Fund
Me page which we set up in March. Our enormous
thanks also go to Liss Horticultural Society who have
made several very generous donations to us to help us
through these difficult times.
We are delighted to announce the launch of our on-line
Christmas Market. From the beginning of November
just go to our Facebook page or visit our website and
you can do your Christmas shopping from the comfort
of your own armchair! Visit www.liss-trianglecentre.org.uk or The Triangle (Liss Community
Association) on Facebook. We are also holding an online Christmas Raffle this year and tickets will be on sale
from the beginning of December! We are still looking
for raffle prizes so if you were able to donate anything
to help us this year we would be very grateful.

Heading into 2021 we will start to feel the pinch from
the pandemic and we are appealing to the community
to join our Friends scheme, by donating a small amount
either monthly or annually you will help us to keep our
doors open for the community for many years to come.
Information about our Friends scheme can be found on
our website or calling the office on 01730 301000.
Our coffee bar is open daily and it would be lovely to
see you sometime soon!

ACACIA
TREE SURGEONS

01730 895531
29 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
IN THE CUTTING
OF TREES,
HEDGES
& SHRUBS
A LOCAL
EX ARMY
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SINCE 1977

Steve Hill Gardening offers a
full personal local
gardening service
Ÿ Located locally
Ÿ Autumn / Winter /Spring / Summer
maintenance and planting
Ÿ General tidying
Ÿ Gutter clearance
Ÿ Lawn care
Ÿ Lawn mowing
Ÿ Hedge cutting
Ÿ Weeding of beds and borders
Ÿ Sheds and fences painted
Ÿ Leaf clearence
Ÿ Plant care
Ÿ Other general garden maintenance
Ÿ Other “odd jobs”
Whatever your requirements, call to
discuss, no obligation, with Steve on

07572 883713 or
01730 893921

I found myself quite upset after reading an article about free meal
vouchers not being available to children over the Christmas
Holidays. My eldest daughter Isabelle (5yrs) asked why I was not
happy and I explained how some people have trouble buying
enough food to feed the whole family. We talked about various
opportunities there are to help people and this idea (one from a
friend in the USA) came up. Isabelle thought that it would be
amazing to collect some yummy food to give children so they
wouldn’t be hungry through Christmas.
So, in the days leading up to Halloween we handed leaflets out to
the residents on St Mary’s Road and Western Road and posted the
flyer on social media. The generosity shown by the Liss community
has blown us away. We collected/had dropped off 294.1 lbs
(133.4kg) of food for Liss Food Bank. I am beyond proud of Isabelle
and Isla (23 months) for collecting and helping to sort through
everything. They really approached this with great heart and we
hope to ‘Scare Hunger’ again next Halloween.
Justina, Isabelle and Isla

The
Small
Print

The Small Print

We Scare
Hunger

The usual deadline is 19th of
the month
Please send copy by email to
childseleanor@gmail.com
Opinions
expressed
by
contributors are not necessarily
endorsed by the Editors or
Clergy. Anonymous articles
will not necessarily be
published. Contributors are
responsible for the accuracy of
their copy. We ask you to
support our advertisers but
cannot endorse their products
or services.
This is your magazine and we
would love to include your
news, views and reflections,
so give it some thought and
get in touch

Are you a budding photographer,
hobbyist or a professional snapper?
Then why not send us your
favourite image of Liss with a
chance to have it featured on the
front of next month’s magazine!
Photos must be sent by email and
must be original good quality
jpg/png format. They must be
portrait orientation.
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Chapplins of Liss
The Local Village Estate Agent

Ÿ Buying
Ÿ Selling
Ÿ Letting
Ÿ Renting
Contact Chapplins for a
free no obligation valuation
Today!

01730 774200
Visit us at Chapplins.co.uk
or find us
on Facebook and Twitter,
just search Chapplins of Liss

Joint Action
Mobile Chartered
Physiotherapist
Treatment in your own Home

NEW
ARRANGEMENTS
Please see Page 2
for new
arrangements
during the
Coronavirus
outbreak

01730 895372
www.jointaction.co.uk
Kathy Justice Dip.CFHP,MPSPract

All Domestic/Commercial Electrical
Work & Testing to Latest IEE. &
British Standards

Foot Health Practitioner
Established since 2006

Nail cutting-corns-callus-fungal
nails etc. Foot & lower leg massage

Liss 01730 895663
Mobile: 07795 670962
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Peter Power
Qualified Electrician

NICEIC
Domestic Installer
City & Guilds (17th Edition) City & Guilds
Testing & Inspection (Course 2391)

Tel: 01730 892212
Mobiles: 07812 937114
or 07515 644941

